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A sociologist with rigorous scholarship who
laid emphasis on importance of fieldwork

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

Renowned Indian sociolo-
gist and writer Andre Be-
teille died from age-related
illness at his residence in
New Delhi on Tuesday. He
was 91.

The passing away of Pro-
fessor Beteille, one of In-
dia’s foremost scholars,
brought forth a rush of tri-
butes from colleagues and
former students, amid a
realisation that it also
marks the passing of a par-
ticular way of scholarship
and of a practitioner of
teaching as a vocation.

Anyone entering the
Delhi School of Economics
(DSE) for a Master’s degree
in sociology, for which the
institution is justly famous,
could not help but be
aware of the village of Srip-
uram in Thanjavur district
of Tamil Nadu, the site of
Professor Beteille’s field-

fieldwork
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Renowned Indian sociologist and writer Andre Beteille died from age-related illness at his

ANDRE BETEILLE (1934-2026)

work for his work Caste,
Class and Power on agrar-
ian relations and shifting
power structures in India.
It was a work that perhaps
gave many graduate stu-
dents, hailing from diffe-
rent strands of social class-
es, a taste of not just the
complexity but also the
structural nature of social
categories and how they
interact.

One entered
“D’School”, as the DSE is
referred to, with an aware-

ness of Professor Beteille’s
rigorous scholarship and
his emphasis on the impor-
tance of fieldwork; once
there, his commitment to
teaching — mercifully jar-
gon-free and disciplined —
was the next experience
with him.

Born in Chandannagar,
West Bengal, in 1934 to a
French father and Bengali
mother, he could read
three languages fluently —
English, French, and Ben-
gali. The books and papers

residence in New Delhi on Tuesday. He was 91.
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The passing away of Professor Beteille, one of India’s foremost scholars, brought forth a
rush of tributes from colleagues and former students, amid a realisation that it also marks the

that he wrote, including In-
equality and  Social
Change, Studies in Agrar-
ian Social Structure and
Society and Politics in In-
dia: Essays in a Compara-
tive Perspective, attest to
his rigorous scholarship.

1t is as a teacher, howev-
er, that his legions of stu-
dents remember him.
Speaking to The Hindu, his
former colleague Virginius
Xaxa said he too acknow-
ledges Professor Beteille as
an “undeclared mentor” to
him, in guiding him,
through affable nudges
(the two had offices next to
each other on the DSE
campus) towards the study
of tribal societies in India,
for which Professor Xaxa is
known for. “He was a
teacher par excellence, not
just in terms of style and
canvas of his knowledge,
but also as an ethical per-
son in terms of responsibil-
ity to students,” he said.

Students who studied
under him recall that re-
gardless of strikes or other
disruptions, he would, as
was his wont, turn up at
the DSE.

Janaki Abraham, who
had been a student of Pro-
fessor Beteille and is now
teaching at the DSE, said
teaching schedules re-
mained inviolate for him.
“He would always say,
please attend conferences
during holidays, not dur-
ing semester. As a teacher,
he would interact a lot with
students and was accessi-
ble to us,” she said.

His scholarly work is still
part of academic curricula
in courses on Indian sociol-
ogy.
While he was accorded
the Padma Bhushan in
2005 for his contributions
to literature and educa-
tion, his legions of students
give a more lasting account
of his career.

passing of a particular way of scholarship and of a practitioner of teaching as a vocation.
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Anyone entering the Delhi School of Economics (DSE) for a Master’s degree in
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sociology, for which the institution is justly famous, could not help but be aware of the village
of Sripuram in Thanjavur district of Tamil Nadu, the site of Professor Beteille’s fieldwork
for his work Caste, Class and Power on agrarian relations and shifting power structures in
India.
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It was a work that perhaps gave many graduate students, hailing from different strands of
social classes, a taste of not just the complexity but also the structural nature of social
categories and how they interact.
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One entered “D’School”, as the DSE is referred to, with an awareness of Professor Beteille’s
rigorous scholarship and his emphasis on the importance of fieldwork; once there, his
commitment to teaching — mercifully jargon-free and disciplined — was the next
experience with him.
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Born in Chandannagar, West Bengal, in 1934 to a French father and Bengali mother, he
could read three Ianguages fluently — Engllsh French, and Bengali.
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The books and papers that he wrote, including Inequality and Social Change, Studies in
Agrarian Social Structure and Society and Politics in India: Essays in a Comparative
Perspective, attest to his rigorous scholarship.
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It is as a teacher, however, that his legions of students remember him.
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Speaking to The Hindu, his former colleague Virginius Xaxa said he too acknowledges
Professor Beteille as an “undeclared mentor” to him, in guiding him, through affable
nudges (the two had offices next to each other on the DSE campus) towards the study of
tribal societies in India, for which Professor Xaxa is known for.
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“He was a teacher par excellence, not just in terms of style and canvas of his knowledge,
but also as an ethical person in terms of responsibility to students,” he said.
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Students who studied under him recall that regardless of strikes or other disruptions, he
would, as was his wont, turn up at the DSE.
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Janaki Abraham, who had been a student of Professor Beteille and is now teaching at the
DSE, said teaching schedules remained inviolate for him.
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“He would always say, please attend conferences during holidays, not during semester. As
a teacher, he would interact a lot with students and was accessible to us,” she said.
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His scholarly work is still part of academic curricula in courses on Indian sociology.
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While he was accorded the Padma Bhushan in 2005 for his contributions to literature and
education, his legions of students give a more lasting account of his career.
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Generations apart

Despite being separated by 16 years,
Djokovic fought as an equal with Alcaraz

Grand Slam title at the 2022 US Open and

scaled the pinnacle of ATP rankings as a
tender 19-year-old, he was said to be on a fast
lane to success. On Sunday, with his first Austra-
lian Open singles crown and seventh Major over-
all, the Spaniard proved that those predictions
were not ill-founded. The four-set triumph over
the legendary Novak Djokovic drew Alcaraz level
with greats such as John McEnroe and Mats Wi-
lander in the all-time Slam tally. At 22 years, eight
months and 28 days, Alcaraz is also the youngest
to complete the career Grand Slam (acquiring all
four Majors at least once), surpassing 22-time
Slam winner Rafael Nadal’s record of 24 years,
three months and 10 days. Melbourne had long
been Alcaraz’s Achilles heel. He had not gone
past the quarterfinals in four prior attempts, and
this time, he had arrived Down Under without his
long-term coach Juan Carlos Ferrero, from whom
he recently split. But the World No.1 thrived, of-
ten under pressure, not just in the final where he
fended off a resurgent Djokovic aiming for his
25th Major, but also in the semifinals where he
battled from the brink — both tennis-wise and
health-wise — to outlast Germany’s Alexander
Zverev in a five-hour, 27-minute humdinger.

The fortnight also served as a timely reminder
of Djokovic’s enduring genius. The rousing four-
hour, nine-minute semifinal victory over World
No.2 and two-time defending champion Jannik
Sinner - his first over the Italian in six attempts —
showed that even at the grand old tennis age of
38, the Serb is among the very best. He may have
benefitted from a walkover in the fourth round
and a retirement in the quarterfinals, but what
shone were his technical mastery and the ability
to hit peak level when needed. Djokovic is now
up to No. 3, and such is his recent record - four
semifinals and a final in the last five Majors — that
any talk of retirement appears incongruous. Ho-
wever, it will be in the best interest of men’s ten-
nis if a contemporary star can be unearthed to
challenge the Alcaraz-Sinner duopoly than just
depending on a seemingly timeless patriarch.
The women’s game does not suffer from such la-
cuna as Elena Rybakina captured her second
Slam title — after Wimbledon 2022 — with a stun-
ning three-set defeat of World No. 1 and four-time
Major winner Aryna Sabalenka. The 26-year-old
Kazakh is now ranked No. 3, and the fact that she
beat No. 2 Iga Swiatek — who was on her own mis-
sion to achieve a career Slam — and No. 6 Jessica
Pegula en route will halo her achievement.

E ver since Carlos Alcaraz won his maiden

Generations apart
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¢ Despite being separated by 16 years, Djokovic
fought as an equal with Alcaraz
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= PRI & 1Y

Alcaraz completes career Grand Slam with
Australian Open title
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eEver since Carlos Alcaraz won his maiden Grand
Slam title at the 2022 US Open and scaled the
pinnacle of ATP rankings as a 19-year-old, he was
said to be on a fast lane to success.
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¢On Sunday, with his first Australian Open singles
crown and seventh Major overall, the Spaniard
proved that those predictions were not ill-founded.
IAAR B! 30 UgA ST 3iiu+ vohd (e
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o The four-set triumph over the legendary Novak
Djokovic drew Alcaraz level with greats such as John
McEnroe and Mats Wilander in the all-time Slam
tally.

faTs AaTe FPIfag R IR I P Sild & IR
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oAt 22 years, eight months and 28 days, Alcaraz is
the youngest to complete the career Grand Slam,
surpassing Rafael Nadal’s record of 24 years, three
months and 10 days.
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eMelbourne had long been Alcaraz’s Achilles heel,
as he had not gone past the quarterfinals in four
prior attempts.
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o This time, he arrived without his long-term coach
Juan Carlos Ferrero, from whom he recently split.
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o Butthe World No.1 thrived, often under pressure, not just in the final against Djokovic aiming
for his 25th Major, but also in the semifinals against Alexander Zverev in a five-hour, 27-

minute battle.
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e The fortnight also served as a reminder of Djokovic’s enduring genius.
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e The four-hour, nine-minute semifinal victory over World No.2 Jannik Sinner — his first
over the Italian in six attempts — showed that even at 38 years, he remains among the very
best.
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e He may have benefited from a walkover in the fourth round and a retirement in the
quarterfinals, but his technical mastery and ability to hit peak level when needed stood
out.
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e Djokovic is now ranked No. 3, and with four semifinals and a final in the last five Majors,
talk of retirement appears incongruous.
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¢ However, men’s tennis would benefit if a new contemporary star emerges to challenge the
Alcaraz-Sinner duopoly.
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e The women’s game does not face such a gap, as Elena Rybakina captured her second
Slam title — after Wimbledon 2022 — defeating World No.1 Aryna Sabalenka in a three-
set match.
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e The 26-year-old Kazakh, now ranked No. 3, also defeated No. 2 Ilga Swiatek and No. 6
Jessica Pegula on her way to the title.
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Question and Answers to the previous QuUIZ

day’s daily qiiz: 1. Name the four grand

slam tournaments? Ans: Wimbledon, the

French open, the Australian open, and Grand Slam Tournaments in Tennis
the U.S. Open

2. What is a golden slam? Ans: winning the  \Wimbledon

four grand slams and Olympic gold

3. Roger Federes, Rafael Nadal, and Nowak e Wimbledon is the oldest and most prestigious tennis

Dijokowic are considered the ‘hig three’ of tournament, first held in 1877 at the All England Club, London.
— amo?ng BEENEEEEEE  , (s played on grass courts, which makes the game faster
:heNg::inh:IE:;t' :a'ls; :::f:r::l:"ler .,  and favors players with strong serves and volley skills.

) PRVEISIO  Wimbledon is famous for its traditions such as the all-white

G TSl gt L el dress code for players and royal patronage.
era? Ans: Rod Laver and Margaret Court

5. Who is the first male player to completea  ® [t is usually held from late June to early July and is

golden slam? Ans: Andre Agassi considered the pinnacle of tennis excellence worldwide.

Visual: Name this player whao is the first ever

to win a golden slam and the only one to French Open (Roland Garros)

achieve it in a calendar year? Ans: Steffi

Graf e The French Open, held in Paris at Stade Roland Garros, is
Early Birds: Pramod Singh | Vineet Giri | played on clay courts, which slow down the ball and demand

Varghese Joseph | Amit Kumar | Jisha Thakur  high endurance and baseline play.
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e Started in 1891, itis the only Grand Slam on clay and is known for long rallies and physically
demanding matches.

e |t usually takes place from late May to early June. Winning this title requires exceptional
stamina, consistency, and tactical skill, making it one of the toughest tournaments in
professional tennis.

Australian Open

e The Australian Open is the first Grand Slam of the calendar year, held in Melbourne,
Australia, usually in January.

e ltis played on hard courts and is known for modern facilities and extreme summer heat
conditions.

e The tournament began in 1905 and has grown into a major global sporting event.

e [tintroduced innovations like night matches and advanced tie-break rules. The competition
tests players’ physical fitness, adaptability, and mental strength at the start of the season.

U.S. Open

e The U.S. Open is held in New York at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center,
usually from late August to early September.

e Played on hard courts, it is known for its energetic atmosphere and large crowds.

e Established in 1881, it was the first Grand Slam to allow professional players in 1968, marking
the start of the Open Era.

e The tournament is famous for night matches, powerful baseline play, and intense competition
among the world’s top tennis players.

Golden Slam in Tennis
Meaning and Significance

o A Golden Slam in tennis refers to the rare achievement of winning all four Grand Slam
tournaments — Australian Open, French Open, Wimbledon, and U.S. Open — along with the
Olympic gold medal in the same calendar year.

e This feat demands exceptional consistency, endurance, and dominance across different
surfaces and conditions.

e Gemmany’s Steffi Graf became the first and only player to achieve a Calendar Golden Slam in
1988, making it one of the greatest accomplishments in tennis history.

Golden Slam and the ‘Big Three’
Roger Federer and the Golden Slam

o Roger Federer has not completed a Golden Slam because he never won an Olympic gold
medal in singles.

e Although he secured 20 Grand Slam singles titles and dominated tennis for many years, his
only Olympic gold came in men’s doubles at the 2008 Beijing Olympics with Stan Wawrinka.

e In singles, Federer won a silver medal at the 2012 London Olympics, finishing runner-up to
Andy Murray, thus missing the complete Golden Slam achievement.
First Calendar Grand Slam Winners in the Open Era

Rod Laver — First Male Player

e Rod Laver of Australia became the first male player to complete a Calendar Grand Slam in
the Open Era in 1969 by winning the Australian Open, French Open, Wimbledon, and U.S.
Open in the same year.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

This achievement demonstrated his dominance across grass and clay courts.

Laver had earlier also completed a Calendar Grand Slam in 1962 during the amateur era,
making him the only male player in tennis history to achieve this feat twice.

Margaret Court — First Female Player

Margaret Court of Australia became the first female player to complete a Calendar Grand
Slam in the Open Era in 1970 by winning all four major titles in a single season.

She dominated women'’s tennis with powerful serve-and-volley play and exceptional fitness.
Court holds a record 24 Grand Slam singles titles, the highest in tennis history, and her 1970
Calendar Grand Slam remains one of the greatest accomplishments in women'’s tennis

First Male Player to Complete a Golden Slam

Andre Agassi — Career Golden Slam

Andre Agassi became the first male tennis player to achieve a Career Golden Slam by
winning all four Grand Slam singles titles — Australian Open, French Open, Wimbledon, and
U.S. Open — along with an Olympic gold medal.

He secured Olympic gold at the 1996 Atlanta Games and completed his final missing Grand
Slam, the French Open, in 1999.

This rare achievement highlighted his versatility across surfaces and confirmed his place
among tennis legends.
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Iran formally
allows women to

ride motorcycles
AR

TEHRAN

Women in Iran can now formally obtain a licence
to ride a motorcycle, local media reported Wed-
nesday, ending years of legal ambiguity surround-
ing two-wheelers.

Previously, the law did not explicitly prohibit
women from riding motorbikes and scooters, but
in practice, authorities refused to issue licences.

Due to the grey area, women have been held le-
gally responsible for accidents even when victims.

Iran’s First Vice President Mohammad Reza
Aref signed a resolution on Tuesday aimed at clar-
ifying the traffic code, which was approved by
Iran’s Cabinet in late January, the country’s Ilna
news agency reported. The resolution obliges traf-
fic police to “provide practical training to female
applicants, organise an exam under the direct su-
pervision of the police, and issue motorcycle driv-
er’s licences to women”, Ilna said.

The change follows a wave of protests across
Iran that were initially sparked by economic grie-
vances but which grew last month into nation-
wide anti-government demonstrations.

Tehran has acknowledged that more than
3,000 deaths occurred during the unrest, insist-
ing that most were members of the security forces
and bystanders.

For Saina, a 33-year-old advertising agency em-
ployee who has been commuting to work by scoo-
ter for six months, the change to the traffic laws
comes “too late” because “women have been rid-
ing motorcycles for months already”. “I don’t
think this is the main problem in our society,” she
told AFP, referring to the recent protests.

Since Iran’s 1979 Islamic revolution, women
have faced a number of societal restrictions, with
dress codes posing a challenge for those riding
motorcycles.
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Iran formally allows women to ride
motorcycles
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. Iran formally allows women to ride motorcycles
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. Women in Iran can now formally obtain a licence to
ride a motorcycle, local media reported Wednesday,
ending years of legal ambiguity surrounding two-
wheelers.

T H AR 3 SiuaiRe ¥ Q Aiearsied a9am &
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. Previously, the law did not explicitly prohibit women
from riding motorbikes and scooters, but in practice,
authorities refused to issue licences.

Ugd, B A Afarstt & diexursfed ok T@eR Iaq @
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. Due to the grey area, women have been held legally
responsible for accidents even when victims.

Y B SRUYAl & HRU, AlgANT gaersf & forg rgh
U ¥ foHeR 36318 78, Hot 81 9 difsd g1 i A 8|

o Iran’s First Vice President Mohammad Reza Aref
signed a resolution on Tuesday aimed at clarifying the
traffic code, which was approved by Iran’s Cabinet in
late January, the country’s lina news agency reported.
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° The resolution obliges traffic police to “provide
practical training to female applicants, organise an exam
under the direct supervision of the police, and issue
motorcycle driver’s licences to women”, lIna said.
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e The change follows a wave of protests across Iran that were initially sparked by economic
grievances but which grew last month into nationwide anti-government demonstrations.

g 9
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o Tehran has acknowledged that more than 3,000 deaths occurred during the unrest, insisting
that most were members of the security forces and bystanders.
AeH A WHR oo g fs S=iifa & SR 3,000 [ Siftres A g3, SR oIk oo fs 390 @
SRR Y& Tall & T 3R AR A

e For Saina, a 33-year-old advertising agency employee who has been commuting to work by
scooter for six months, the change to the traffic laws comes “too late” because “women

have been riding motorcycles for m

FHHARY, ST B8 eI I Wpex W S W SE! 7, & o grarara

a1, 33

onths already”.
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“I don’t think this is the main problem in our society,” she told AFP, referring to the recent
protests.

T T8} AT fob I8 AR GHTS Bt TR GHWT 8, g1 giferdn UeRfA &1 forsh &vd U AFP
q DTl

Since Iran’s 1979 Islamic revolution, women have faced a number of societal restrictions,

with dress codes posing a challenge for those riding motorcycles.

T DI 1979 B STAR wifd & SIg T, AGATsit I B rATTS Afdael BT JEAT HIAT
gl g, forem Hiexursfara T arelt Aiganst & fiu 39 s Te g a1 g3 g |
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Denotified tribes seek constitutional
recognition, separate Census entry

Denotified tribes, nomadic tribes, semi-nomadic tribes seek ‘separate column’ in 2027 caste census, claiming they have been

politically misclassified among SC, ST, OBC groups; they want sub-classification to highlight backwardness within grouping

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

enotified tribes,
]) nomadic tribes,
and semi-nomadic

tribes across the country
are coming together to
push for a “separate co-
lumn” for themselves in
Census 2027 . Their de-
mand is for constitutional
recognition of the denoti-
fied tribes in a Schedule,
on a par with the existing
classifications of Sche-
duled Castes and Sche-
duled Tribes (SC/STs) and
Other Backward Classes
(OBCs).

In February 2027, India
will conduct a caste enum-
eration for the first time
since 1931. Five years after
that 1931 Census, the ori-
gins of the Scheduled
Castes list came into being
in the form of the Govern-
ment of India (Scheduled
Castes) Order, 1936.

Half a century earlier, in
1871, a colonial law had
classified entire communi-
ties, particularly nomadic
and semi-nomadic tribes,
as “criminals”. After the
law was repealed in 1952,
these groups came to be
known as “denotified”
tribes.

The Social Justice Minis-
try has now recommended

Count the uncounted

Denotified tribes seek ‘separate column’ and formal identity after

decades of misclassification

Classification ® The previous National Commission
& numbers identified nearly 1,200 communities

B They were
labelled ‘criminal

| Nearly 267 communities remain outside
the SC, ST, and OBC lists

tribes’ under
the Criminal
Tribes Act.

® Estimates suggest up to 7 crore

ﬁ people in Uttar Pradesh alone
13871

B The Act was

B Separate Census column for
denotified tribes

repealed in 1952,
afterwhich these

‘ B Dedicated Constitutional Schedule

communities were
denotified

W Sub-classification to reflect graded
backwardness within communities

to the Office of the Regis-
trar-General of India that
these denotified, nomadic,
and semi-nomadic tribes
be included in the Census.
The Office of the RGI has
agreed to include them in
next year’s caste enumera-
tion exercise, Ministry offi-
cials assured community
leaders in North India in a
virtual meeting on January
30.

‘Separate column’

“But we have no idea how
they will do this,” B.K. Lod-
hi, a community organiser
in Uttar Pradesh who
was at the meeting, told
The Hindu. “If we are not
counted in a separate co-
lumn, a separate code, in

the Census forms, we will
be lost once again,” said
Balak Ram Sansi, 63, a Kar-
nal-based organiser with
the All India Denotified No-
madic Tribes Development
Council.

Even as leaders from de-
notified, nomadic, and se-
mi-nomadic communities
across Uttar Pradesh, Ha-
ryana, Punjab, Rajasthan,
and other parts of North
India are fighting to have
their own Schedule, some
leaders have started to
stress the importance of
recognising “graded back-
wardness” within this
grouping as well.

They want the demand
for sub-classification to go
hand in hand with that for

a separate Schedule. These
leaders, like Dr. Lodhi, are
drawing their arguments
from an August 2024 judg-
ment, in which the Su-
preme  Court paved
the way for sub-classifica-
tion of SCs and STs.

Denotified tribes

The Criminal Tribes Act
was first enacted in 1871
and then amended in 1924,
before being officially re-
pealed on August 31, 1952.
The 1871 Act said it was for
the “registration, surveil-
lance and control of cer-
tain criminal tribes and eu-
nuchs”, describing
“criminal tribes” as “tribe,
gang, or class of persons”
that are “addicted” to com-
mitting non-bailable of-
fences. “These communi-
ties were among the first to
confront the British and
sustained the struggle.
That is why the colonial go-
vernment classified us as
‘criminal tribes’,” Mr. Sansi
said.

The previous National
Commission for Denotified
Tribes, headed by Bhiku
Ramji Idate, identified
1,200 such tribes, most of
which have been assimilat-
ed in the SC, ST, or OBC
classifications over the past
seven decades. In its 2017
report, however, the Idate

Commission listed 267
DNT communities that
have not been classified as
such. Dr. Lodhi, who
served as Deputy Secretary
and Director (Research) to
the Idate Commission,
said, “Most of the DNTs
have been amalgamated in
the SC, ST, OBC lists and
they are not able to com-
pete in these categories be-
cause of how marginalised
they are.” Mr. Sansi said it
was “politics” that led to
the DNT communities
being “misclassified”.

No caste certificates
Despite schemes for DNTs
run by both the State and
the Centre, such as the
SEED scheme, only a “mi-
niscule” percentage of pe-
ople are getting benefits,
mainly because govern-
ments are not willing to is-
sue DNT certificates, the
leaders said.

The Social Justice Minis-
try has only spent ¥69.3
crore on the SEED scheme
in the past five years (as of
December 2025), com-
pared to the planned ex-
penditure of ¥200 crore.
“The reason for this is that
no State is issuing proper
DNT community certifi-
cates for us despite remin-
ders from the Centre,” Dr.
Lodhi said.

Denotified tribes seek constitutional recognition, separate Census entry

e Srrenfaar dauTf=e Ar=dT S8R SFoET § Sret ufafy &1 |iv weet

e Denotified tribes, nomadic tribes, semi-nomadic tribes seek ‘separate column’ in 2027 caste
census, claiming they have been politically misclassified among SC, ST, OBC groups; they
want sub-classification to highlight backwardness within grouping
foad Seiaar, gH S, Sfef-grd Sofaal 2027 St ST SRTIMET H *3eRT HIeTw’
I T R I 8, T§ 3191 B g % 38 Ao U O T, T, St augl ¥ e
Tiffepd foar T 3; 3 THE & MidR USSUH &l SR &1 & o Iu-aiffewor argd §

¢ Denotified tribes, nomadic tribes, and semi-nomadic tribes across the country are coming
together to push for a “separate column” for themselves in Census 2027.

TR IR BT T, G ST 3R 3ref-grq SHoaar 2027 &Y SIFRTOMT H 303
forg - ammn"ﬁnmaﬁémws‘rreﬂ%l

e Theirdemand is for constitutional recognition of the denotified tribes in a Schedule, on a
par with the existing classifications of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (SC/STs)
and Other Backward Classes (OBCs).

D! 77 § 3 famaa Senferl & SrRget & Hautfre ar=aar §f 9, 3l 33 e o
SR Sfa 3R srgfea sienfa (@ERIRTd) 3R o fwst atf (st & & 1 31
e In February 2027, India will conduct a caste enumeration for the first time since 1931.

TRAR 2027 H URA 1931 & §I Ugdl! IR STl T BT
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Five years after that 1931 Census, the origins of the Scheduled Castes list came into being
in the form of the Government of India (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1936.

1931 B FTRIVMAET & Urd 8 a1e Sy Srfaa a%q\iﬁa%wﬁfmwuaagﬁa
S1fd) 3TeRT, 1936 & &0 U g5

Half a century earlier, in 1871, a colonial law had classified entire communities, particularly
nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes, as “criminals”.

TR el T TR, 1871 B, T NUFRRIG ST 3 T 9 ) Sert 3, AR wU S gHq.
3R 3ref-gq S @, «rqRTeft e b fa el

After the law was repealed in 1952, these groups came to be known as “denotified” tribes.
e U8 BT 1952 H T el T, A 5 Tg) b “fge SITeTIferat g1 S

The Social Justice Ministry has now recommended to the Office of the Registrar-General
of India that these denotified, nomadic, and semi-nomadic tribes be included in the Census.
IS = AT = 316 YR & PR - Ra driad & Rwi &1 ¢ i 37 fage,
g 3R 3fef-grq STl ! ST | e far S|

The Office of the RGI has agreed to include them in next year's caste enumeration
exercise, Ministry officials assured community leaders in North India in a virtual meeting on
January 30.

SSN3Ts Hraferd 3 3rTa a8 &t SIfer TorET ufshar o I A 1 R JgHid o dTs ¢,
w%ﬁ?maﬂﬁﬁ%omaﬁwwa%ﬂwﬁm&ﬁ%mﬁéwaﬁmmﬁ
STy fer|

‘Separatg column’
‘3 PIAH’

“But we have no idea how they will do this,” B.K. Lodhi, a community organiser in Uttar
Pradesh, told The Hindu.

AT &8 el Ul fh 3§ 78 3 ), SR UG $ TG e oY%, e 7 7672 Fall
“If we are not counted in a separate column, a separate code, in the Census forms, we will
be lost once again,” said Balak Ram Sansi, 63, a Karnal-based organiser with the All India
Denotified Nomadic Tribes Development Council.

i §H SFTIUMET TUAT H SIeRT BICTH, ST BIS H ol RI1 741, ol 68 U IR b |l S,
et f3ar fEAfewrss FAfE® s Saaude Hefia & H=T1d f[RUd s 63 adifa
AP ITH AR A BEl|
Even as leaders from denotified, nomadic, and semi-nomadic communities across Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan, and other parts of North India are fighting to have
their own Schedule, some leaders have started to stress the importance of recognising

“graded backwardness” within this grouping as well.

STl SR e, BT, USiTe, ITSRAT 3R IR U & 3 {3l 1 fared, g 31 3ref-
TR 3 Ao T ST AT B AT PR YR F, TN $S AT 39 T F MR xSt

fUBSU” &I HRIdT & B 3Maxgehdl R H ¥R &3 Tl 8

They want the demand for sub-classification to go hand in hand with that for a separate

Schedule.

d 91ed © b SU-aiffenur 1 HiTT ST SIRIEt &1 HiTT & ARI-A1Y I |

These leaders, like Dr. Lodhi, are drawing their arguments from an August 2024 judgment,

in which the Supreme Court paved the way for sub-classification of SCs and STs.

ST, dleh S8 T A7 30 Th 3T 2024 & o T A R €, orgd it 1 3 o=l oix
T & SU-aITHBRT T IR A1 o T

Denotified tribesw

The Criminal Tribes Act was first enacted in 1871 and then amended in 1924, before being
officially repealed on August 31, 1952.
STt siferfras

UEeh OR 1871 & T g 3R R 1924 & TRra fapar 7,
TIY Ugd b 39 31 3R 1952 &I 3MYBING &U § R far ma)
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The 1871 Act said it was for the “registration, surveillance and control of certain criminal
tribes and eunuchs”, describing “criminal tribes” as “tribe, gang, or class of persons”
that are “addicted” to committing non-bailable offences.

1871 & SffUFraw T F51 71 U1 {6 I8 “F SMURTIIP STemfaal 3R fersl & Ui,
AR 3R P & fRiu g, SR “SMuRIfYe SsTfadl” &l W “sreirtd, fRIg a1 safeal
& T & =u & aftfq forar mar U1 S TR-SHT SIIRTY B4 & “3M” B

“These communities were among the first to confront the British and sustained the struggle.
That is why the colonial government classified us as ‘criminal tribes’,” Mr. Sansi said.

oft it A a1, U ger fafe= &1 I A arell & Iad Usd o 3R 34 Ju &l g 1Y
TGT| S HRUT SRS WHR = 8 TR U SAferar 9 fbar)”

The previous National Commission for Denotified Tribes, headed by Bhiku Ramiji Idate,
identified 1,200 such tribes, most of which have been assimilated in the SC, ST, or OBC
classifications over the past seven decades.

gd fage wreonfa P ST, forges sregere fige Iwsh gSTd A &1, 7 1,200 VT
Wﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁ,mﬁﬁmmwaﬁﬁw,mmmmﬁ
gATRd |

In its 2017 report, however, the Idate Commission listed 267 DNT communities that have
not been classified as such.

BTN, 30T 2017 Y FRud & 38T START 7 267 STt TSR FI e foan, forg i@
IH T UHR aiighd -Tg] foal T § |

Dr. Lodhi, who served as Deputy Secretary and Director (Research) to the Idate
Commiission, said, “Most of the DNTs have been amalgamated in the SC, ST, OBC lists
and they are not able to compete in these categories because of how marginalised they are.”

ZSTa ATANT § IU IR 3R FAewre (3rgaem) & &0 & & o 9o 1. el A &,
“3{fRepTer STTC To, T, el gl o foren fow 7w § ok o RA R R &
HRU 3 39 Aot A ufoemef T er @ B

Mr. Sansi said it was “politics” that led to the DNT communities being “misclassified”.

ft 9ifY 3 we1 for et Tert &1 “Tred ifHRur “ISTifar IR |

No caste certificates
P13 SITfa yHTOTgS AEY

Despite schemes for DNTs run by both the State and the Centre, such as the SEED
scheme, only a “minuscule” percentage of people are getting benefits, mainly because
governments are not willing to issue DNT certificates, the leaders said.

I 3R F% gRT ST & forg I o1 &t Arerreft, S s (SEED) FieTHT, & SIavig dad
“TRTUg” YiaRId @l &l ary i 38T &, Tod: ST Hifds IR SITAE! FHITGS TR B
P TR e &, A1ef 7 B

The Social Justice Ministry has only spent ¥69.3 crore on the SEED scheme in the past
five years (as of December 2025), compared to the planned expenditure of ¥200 crore.

IS =g WAt - Usd e auf 0 (fRieR 2025 d%) Ws TS IR 69d 269.3 HAS
W fpu g, Safes MO oag 200 F1S T

“The reason for this is that no State is issuing proper DNT community certificates for us
desplte reminders from the Centre,” Dr. Lodhi said.

ST @relt A g, meé%hﬁmﬁaﬁ%waﬂéaﬁwmmm
S e THTUS SR} T8 R @R 17
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Wet week: A firefighter walks in a flooded street of Alcacer do Sal, south of Portugal, during the Leonardo storm on Wednesday. The Iberian

people last week. AFP

Peninsula braced for a violent storm, with souther Spain shutting schools and Portugal placed on fresh alert after severe weather killed five

Wet week: A firefighter walks in a flooded
street of Alcacer do Sal, south of
Portugal, during the Leonardo storm on
Wednesday. The Iberian Peninsula
braced for a violent storm, with southern
Spain shutting schools and Portugal
placed on fresh alert after severe weather
killed five people last week.
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1. | Issues surrounding UGC regulations

geit faferaei 4 98 g

Issues surrounding UGC regulations

What prompted the Supreme Court to halt the UGC's revised equity framework? Why has the definition of caste-based discrimination triggered opposition from

unreserved categories? Why does the co

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:

he Supreme Court has stayed
the University Grants
Commission (Promotion of

Equity in Higher Education
Institutions) Regulations, 2026 (UGC
regulations, 2026), holding that they are
ambiguous and can be misused. The
court has issued notice to the Centre and
has held that the UGC’s 2012 regulations
on the subject will continue to remain in
force for the time being.

What is the background?

In 2012, the UGC framed regulations
aimed at promoting equity and
preventing discrimination on university
campuses.

These regulations defined
“discrimination” as any act that nullifies
or impairs equality of treatment in
education, including denial of access to
educauon. lmposmon of undignified

or the of

urt believe certain provisions may be open to misuse?

A protest being held in Lucknow against the new UGC equity guidelines. SANDEEP SAXENA|

‘Why are the 2026 regulations
controversial?
‘The UGC Regulations, 2026 deﬁne

‘What did the court rule?

In Mritunjay Tiwari versus Union of India,

the Supreme Court observed that some
of the

‘discrimination’ as any un
or bmsed treatment against any

separate educational or social spaces on
the basis of caste, creed, religion,
language, ethnicity, gender, or disability.
‘They also provided for the setting up of
Equa] Opportunity Cells and the

of an anti-discris

— students, faculty members,
or staff — on the grounds of religion, race,
caste, gender, place of birth, disability, or
any of them.

‘The main controversy arose because of
the definition of ‘caste-based
discrimination’ in the new ions. It

are

amblguous and could be misused.

Further, it has framed four ‘substantive
ions of law’ to be in this

discrimination by the State only on the
grounds of race, religion, caste, sex, or
place of birth. These provisions reflect the
concept of ‘formal’ equality, which is
essential in any democratic society.
Article 15 also enables the State to make
special provisions for OBC, SC, and ST.
This reflects the concept of ‘substantive’
equality, which is based on the belief that
formal equality is not sufficient to redress
the difference between groups that have
enjoyed privileges and those that have
been historically underprivileged and
discriminated against. This is pertinent
not only for affirmative actions aimed at
the advancement of backward classes but
also for policies aimed at preventing
discrimination. Laws like the Protection
of Civil Rights Act, 1955, SC and ST
(Prevention of atrocities) Ac[ 1989 are
of such di

It may be a valid argument that the
2026 regulations provide gnevance
redressal mechanisms
‘discrimination’ and that a deﬁmuan of
‘caste-based discrimination’ does not
serve any additional purpose. However,
the government is well within its rights to
recognise a specific and serious subset of
disc within the broader ambit

case, out of which the first two

of disc ion. In India, ‘caste-based

are pertinent to the current c
First, whether a separate definition of
‘caste-based discrimination’ bears a

officer as part of a grievance redressal
mechanism.

After the suicide of Rohith Vemula in
2016 and Payal Tadvi in 2019, following
allegations of caste discrimination, their
mothers had moved the Supreme Court
for stricter enforcement of the 2012
regulations.

During the course of the hearing of
these petitions, the UGC constituted a
committee to review the EXlSLlng

is defined as discrimination solely based
on caste or tribe against members of the
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and
Other Backward Classes (SC, ST, and
0BO).

Members of the general or unreserved
categories have alleged that this is biased
and presumes that they would always be
the perpetrators of caste-based
discrimination against underprivileged
sections. Further, there are no provisions

k. The revised
published in 2026 were the culmination
of this review.

for punishing ‘false’ or
complaints, which can adversely affect
stakeholders.

nexus to the objectives of the
regulations, and whether it is necessary,
considering that the regulations already
define ‘discrimination’ as including unfair
or differential treatment on the grounds
of caste. Second, whether this definition
of ‘caste-based’ discrimination will affect
the sub-classification of the
underprivileged sections.

‘What constitutional principles are at
take?

@

An.icle 14 of the Constitution guarantees
equality before the law and equal
protection of the law. Article 15 prohibits

Issues surrounding UGC regulations
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discrimi ic and is more
detrimental to SC ST, and OBCs.

Nonetheless, educational campuses are
meant to ideally foster the atmosphere of
shedding caste identities; any ambiguity

that may precipitate it should be avoided.
The government may engage wuh all

holders to refine the I that

would address the issues raised. More
importantly, as per the original petition of
aggrieved mothers in 2019, the
regulations should be strictly enforced to
protect the underprivileged from any
form of discrimination.
Rangarajan R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified.’
He currently trains at Officers IAS academy.
Views expressed are personal.

THE GIST

v

The Supreme Court stays the
UGC Regulations, 2026, citing
ambiguity and possible misuse,
and keeps the 2012 regulations
in force.

v

The dispute arises from the
definition of ‘caste-based
discrimination’, limited to SC,
ST and OBCs, which is alleged
to be biased and lacking
safeguards against false
complaints.

v

The case raises questions on
equality under Articles 14 and
15, and the need for a separate
definition of caste-based
discrimination in higher
education.
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geidt faferaat @ 93 4z

The Supreme Court has stayed the University Grants Commission (Promotion of Equity
in Higher Education Institutions) Regulations, 2026 (UGC regulations, 2026), holding
that they are ambiguous and can be misused.
gita ®id 7 gfaRid gica i (@ e IR § gurar st 9gman) fafmm, 2026
(%Uecﬁﬁw 2026)@%@11&1% Ig Hed §U [ d 3T § 3R 31 gUaNT 51 Tl

I
The court has issued notice to the Centre and held that the UGC’s 2012 regulations will
continue to remain in force for the time being.

31TEd A FE WRPR B e IR o 3R wa1 i fhaga uce & 2012 fafraa arp @7

What is the background?
ygyfr w82

In 2012, the UGC framed regulations aimed at promoting equity and preventing
discrimination on unlverS|ty campuses

2012 H UGC 7 fayfaemera uieRt & AT &) 9g1a1 31 3R AgHTa I & o fafam
eIl

These regulations defined “discrimination” as any act that nullifies or impairs equality of
treatment in education, including denial of access to education, imposition of undignified
conditions, or maintenance of separate educational or social spaces based on caste,
creed, religion, language, ethnicity, gender, or disability.

3 fafadt 3 “WeHra” & e & YA U8R B 9P 9T FHSR HI1 ardl S gar, Sy

fRram T dferd B, SrqHTSTHe URIRUfAT A=, a1 snfa, e, ywT, fofvT, Sttt an
fIpaTIdT & 3MYR TR 3eRT YeifOTe a1 ATHTTS RITH I91¢ IGT M ¢ |

They also provided for setting up Equal Opportunity Cells and appointment of an anti-
discrimination officer as part of a grievance redressal mechanism.

379 gl ST e wiftd H3 iR T-F3BpRm=rT arftreprdt fged o o1 yrawr
i o1, o R fFrarRor 9 &1 fgw 3

After the suicide of Rohith Vemula (2016) and Payal Tadvi (2019) following allegations of
caste discrimination, their mothers moved the Supreme Court for stricter enforcement of the
2012 regulations.

AT AGaT (2016) 3R UTAE A (2019) T ST F &1, I A ¥ A HI A
2012 fafael & Tved ureH &1 /i &

During hearings, the UGC constituted a committee to review the existing framework, leading
to the revised regulations of 2026.

AT & GRF UGC = HiN[al oid &1 wien & fog afifa a8, forie aRumasy 2026 &
wnifera fafr s

Why are the 2026 regulatlons controversial?

2026 & fafergw faaifea waf

The UGC Regulations, 2026 define ‘discrimination’ as any unfair, differential, or biased
treatment against students, faculty, or staff on grounds of religion, race, caste, gender,
place of birth, or disability.

ucc faferam, 2026 & IR “UeuTe 3 ot o, Riere a1 Hehart & a1y 4, sfa, fo,
TR 1 A aiTdl & SYR W Sfd a1 YUyl FaeR gl

The main controversy arose over the definition of ‘caste-based discrimination’, defined as
discrimination solely based on caste or tribe against members of SC, ST, and OBC.

e faare wnfa-3mura HeHre o) gy & dex 7, forad sc, ST 3R OBC ¥ edi %
@wwmmwﬁﬁwwﬂaﬁaﬁm&mﬁmw%l

Members of the general/unreserved categories alleged this is biased and presumes they
would always be perpetrators of caste discrimination.
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T/ ARTET 9 & It 3 3R T {6 I8 yaiure § 3R 9 a1 @ [ a8t gawn onfa
UeHTd & SISt gi |

e There are also no provisions for punishing false or motivated complaints, which may
adversely affect stakeholders.
3P 3fairal S a1 Ra Rreraal & fore wiE 4 wraum= 781 ¢, TRl RIUR®! R ToRIED
UHI US bl B

What did the court rule?

3rererd 3 & b fear?

e In Mritunjay Tiwari versus Union of India, the Supreme Court observed that some
provisions of the regulations are ambiguous and could be misused.
o faarst 919 YRd 39 Amd & Gitd 31 = $e1 o i od! & oo Tau™ SRus § SiR
T GEUANT & Il g |

e Further, it framed four substantive questions of law, out of which the first two are relevant
to the present controversy.
Y& A, EIAd 3 IR Heayul fafte uy q fe, oA 3 ugd &t adqr faae 3 93 1

e First, whether a separate definition of ‘caste-based discrimination’ has a reasonable
nexus with the objectives of the regulations, and whether it is necessary when
‘discrimination’ already includes caste.
U, T M-SR HGHTT DT 3T RHTT fafami & 3=l 4 aifbd Fu d 93t ¢,
IR FT D! TSI § waid “HgHIT H Ugal | wifd M 8|

e Second, whether this definition of ‘caste-based discrimination’ will affect the sub-
classification of underprivileged sections.

IR, 7 - WeHTa &t ag IRUTY dferd avif & Iu-avffe<or &) guifad St

What constitutional principles are at stake?

B A Haufie Risid gig W #2
e Article 14 guarantees equality before law and equal protection of laws.

TG 14 B S FHE FHICT 3R B BT TH H&0T AR e 21
e Article 15 prohibits State discrimination on grounds of race, religion, caste, sex, place of
birth.
ITEE 15 IS GRI ST, UH, 7R, T, ST & SR R HEHId &1 Ufeidd $HRal g
e These reflect the concept of formal equality, essential in a democratic society.
T ST FHIGT $I YR B G &, S ANbdiAD THS b [T SHaTD 5 |
o Article 15 also allows special provisions for OBC, SC, ST, reflecting substantive equality.

;@315 OBC, SC, ST & U A=ty wraeme &1 oA a1 8, St aRafd® THTAT B Gt
|

e Substantive equality recognises that formal equality alone cannot correct historical
disadvantage.

IRAfIDH T A © [ Paa fruarie qurar tfaeie srmmmars o aura &l
P AP |

e This applies to affirmative action and policies preventing discrimination.
g GPRTAD WU 3R HHTT I arelt il IR arL 8l &

¢ Laws like Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 and SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989 reflect such differential treatment.
fufae g wveqor sif¥ifSam, 1955 SR sc/ST SramR fAarvr sifufeaw, 1989 T iy
FIER & ICTER0T 3 |

¢ |t may be argued that defining ‘caste-based discrimination’ separately may not serve
additional purpose since grievance redressal already exists.

g I faar 511 g § o sifa-3muria HeHra oF s aRum sifafed SEea el 1 axat
FifP Rrerad Haro gd ¥ Mg 3|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page 15



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

o However, the government can legitimately recognise a specific serious subset of
discrimination within broader discrimination.

gTdifh TRPR ATTH HeHd P Hiar fafRry iR v o AT ¢ gl 81

¢ InIndia, caste-based discrimination is asymmetric and more harmful to SC, ST, OBC.

YR A SIfd-3merid HeHTd SRIATE 8 3R SC, ST, OBC & T 3ifiie g1NaR®

e Educational campuses should ideally promote shedding caste identities, so ambiguity must

be avoided.

ReifOre IRIRT T el U T SIferTd UgdTd Bre+ &1 ard1a”ul T 1y, 39T 3Ry

EEERIEIEY

¢ The govermment may consult all stakeholders to refine the regulations addressing raised
concerns.

WehR AU RAURST J TRl B IS1Y Y e & FHTYM B fafaH! ot iRl o Fevelt 81

e Most importantly, as per the 2019 petition, regulations must be strictly enforced to protect

the underprivileged from discrimination.

T Tg@yqul, 2019 Ht ARSI & FIER, a4 & Iit | an fdar i afeT drfes dfra

T BT HeHTd T TorT o Tob |
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Why are Meta and WhatsApp
facing a judicial ultimatum?

What concern did the Supreme Court raise about digital literacy and consent?

John Xavier

The story so far:
or years, Meta, the parent
company of WhatsApp, has
treated user data as the
“exhaust” of its messaging

engine — a valuable byproduct to be
harvested and refined for its advertising
machine. But on February 3, India’s
Supreme Court suggested a different
metaphor: theft. In a hearing, a
three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice
Surya Kant signalled that “consent” in the
age of monopolies may be little more than
alegal fiction. The court’s observations go
beyond simple privacy; they strike at the
heart of Meta’s business model,
questioning whether a platform’s market
dominance renders the “choice” to share
data essentially coercive.

‘When and where did the friction
begin?

The friction began in 2021, when
WhatsApp issued a “take-it-or-leave-it”
update to its privacy policy. The update
allowed for increased data sharing
between the messaging app and its

parent, Meta. While WhatsApp insisted
that end-to-end encryption kept messages
private, the Competition Commission of
India (CCI) saw the move as an abuse of
dominance. It argued that for the average
Indian user, “leaving” WhatsApp is not a
viable option. The CCI slapped Meta with
a ¥213.14 crore ($25m) penalty — a sum
that is pocket change for a trillion-dollar
company, but a significant regulatory shot
across the bow.

Meta then appealed the decision in the
National Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT), which last year
delivered a nuanced, if controversial,
verdict. The NCLAT upheld the CCI's
finding that Meta had abused its market
position. However, it significantly
“softened” the regulatory blow.

While it retained the financial penalty,
the NCLAT set aside a crucial CCI directive
that would have barred Meta from sharing
user data with its other entities for
advertising purposes for a period of five
years. The NCLAT appeared to argue that
while the method of obtaining consent
was coercive, the act of sharing data
across a parent and subsidiary was a
standard business practice.

The tribunal likely feared that a total
five-year moratorium on data-sharing was
a disproportionate “structural remedy”
that could break the technical synergy of
Meta’s platforms. Furthermore, with the
Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP)
Act of 2023 looming on the horizon, the
NCLAT seemed content to let
privacy-specific legislation handle the
nuances of data flows.

Why did Meta appeal to the SC?
Unhappy with the penalty and NCLAT’s
verdict, Meta eventually reached the
Supreme Court. However, the apex court
seemed in no mood for compromise.
Chief Justice Kant’s retort to Meta’s
lawyers — that opting out of WhatsApp in
India is akin to “opting out of the
country” — captures the “network effect”
trap that competition regulators globally
are struggling to dismantle.

Yet, the most provocative argument
came from Justice Joymalya Bagchi, who
shifted the debate from privacy to
“value.” India’s DPDP Act of 2023 focuses
primarily on the sanctity of personal
information. But Justice Bagchi noted a
vacuum in the law regarding the

“rent-sharing” of data. If Meta uses a rural
Indian’s behavioural trends to sell
targeted ads, who owns the profit derived
from that data?

This “data-as-property” logic aligns
India more closely with the European
Union's Digital Services Act than with the
more laissez-faire approach of the U.S. By
impleading the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology, the court
forced the government to consider
whether privacy is enough, or if the
economic “value” of a citizen’s digital
footprint requires a new form of
sovereign protection.

‘What happens next?

The Solicitor General’s remark — that
users are “not only consumers, but also
products” - reflects a growing fatigue
with the “free” internet model.

Meta’s defence remains rooted in the
“cleverly-crafted” language of terms and
conditions. But the Chief Justice’s “simple
query” regarding whether a domestic
helper could navigate such a policy serves
as a reminder that in a country with
varying levels of digital literacy,
transparency is not the same as
understanding.

The court has issued an ultimatum:
Meta must provide an undertaking to stop
sharing personal data, or face the
dismissal of its case and “very strict
conditions.” As the case heads toward
interim directions on February 9, the
message is clear. In the eyes of the Indian
judiciary, a billion “silent consumers” are
no longer willing to be the raw material
for Meta’s bottom line. The era of “decent
theft” may be coming to a close.

Why are Meta and WhatsApp facing a judicial ultimatum?

AT 3R FTeHty AP e ey

BT ATHAT T HIIE 872

THE GIST

A4

The Supreme Court questions
Meta’s business model, holds
that ‘consent” in a
monopolistic WhatsApp
ecosystem may be coercive,
and shifts the debate from
privacy to the ‘value’ and
‘rent-sharing’ of user data.

L4

The case stems from
WhatsApp's 2021
‘take-it-or-leave-it’ privacy
policy, the CCI's finding of
abuse of dominance, the
NCLAT’s partial relief to Meta,
and the court’s warning of
“very strict conditions™ unless
data-sharing stops.
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For years, Meta, the parent company of WhatsApp, has treated user data as the
“exhaust” of its messaging engine — a valuable byproduct to be harvested and refined
for its advertising machine.

®3 Ul ¥, WhatsApp 3 H& HU Meta I STARTHT ST $I 3rq= AAFRHT §579 &1

i‘%)_“a??qvh '%FIT? TP Head IU-ITS o 33 fagma o & g SuahT ok ufrspa
odigl

But on February 3, India’s Supreme Court suggested a different metaphor: theft.

AP 3 BRE Bl YR & U HIE = TH 3T SUAT &1z T |

In a hearing, a three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice Surya Kant signalled that “consent”
in the age of monopolies may be little more than a legal fiction.

gaTs | HeT <arandi= g wid B sieera archt diH-ararehRn ot Ui A "o faar fa
W%gﬂﬁ“mﬁr”mwaﬂfﬁws‘mﬁﬁ%

The court’s observations go beyond simple privacy; they strike at the heart of Meta’s
business model, questioning whether market dominance makes data-sharing coercive.

3feTeTd F ORI Faw MU=aaT do W 721 §: 3 Meta % HTYR HISH & ol TR TER
IR © 3R Tg U I3TA & [ T IR Y ST T R B ARG &7 ol 8

When and where did the friction begin?
THIG $d 3R HI & gol?

The friction began in 2021, when WhatsApp issued a “take-it-or-leave-it” privacy policy
update allowing increased data sharing with Meta.

TG 2021 T I[& g3, 91 WhatsApp = “d @ 91 BYS &I” Mu=itadm Hifd 3rase SIRT fosar
fSrRIE Meta & 1Y ST ATHT ¢ 4T

While WhatsApp cited end-to-end encryption, the Competition Commission of India (CCl)
termed it abuse of dominance.

gTal WhatsApp A U8-g-U8 TfRp®IT &1 garal fear, dfd- WRedra ufeaeasf sma (ccn) 3
U Y BT gSUART gl

The CCI fined Meta ¥213.14 crore, signalling regulatory action.

CCI A Meta UR %213.14 HRIS BT SHIAT AT, S (aH® HRaATs BT Hbd AT

Meta appealed to NCLAT, which upheld abuse of dominance but softened the impact.
Meta 5 NCLAT ¥ 3(id &1, o UYd & GSUINT B SRHIR W1 a1 HIG BI =7 |
The tribunal retained penalty but removed the five-year ban on data sharing for
advertising.

fesAe A AT SRR W1 Afeh fAgTu= 8 Ut Trar &1 SeT-arsndRur ufase ger faa|
It held that coercive consent existed but data sharing between parent-subsidiary was
standard business practice.

4 AT & genfd Sferew o afd ga U=t 3R Teras & oia SeT |I3h -1 JTH=
HTUR YT ¢ |

The tribunal also considered the upcoming Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act,
2023.

fesga A o f3forea w=i—ar Se1 wiea=M (DPDP) siftferad, 2023 & off &= & |

Why did Meta appe_al to the Sp?
Meta = g ¢ H ardfia &= @t

Meta challenged the penalty, but the Supreme Court showed little willingness to
compromise.

Meta = SR &I AT <), Qs oftw HIE wugha & ver A =8 R

The Chief Justice remarked that opting out of WhatsApp in India is like opting out of the
country, highlighting the network effect.

g@:miﬂwﬁwﬁ?wﬁwmtsmpmﬁwﬁsﬁﬁmé, S Aead YHIE oI giial

Justice Joymalya Bagchi shifted debate from privacy to economic value of data.

A AT SRT A 969 ®I MU-19a1 3 geax 3¢l & SMiA® Jed R dhigd fbarl
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e He raised the issue of “rent-sharing of data” — who owns profit generated from user data.
I “IeT & ATY-AaRr F1 TET I3 — IUANTHdT ST T §U AT BT A HH g

e This aligns India closer to EU Digital Services Act than the U.S. approach.
g URd &I EU feforea afdflw vae & aifde fAde amar ], smifket eRdio ot g 7|

e The court asked the government whether privacy alone is enough or if data value needs
sovereign protection.
;a@raaqﬁwﬁw%w%maﬁuﬁumwh%méa%qm%%u@gﬁv&m

I

What happens next?
3T T g2

e The Solicitor General said users are “not only consumers but also products”.
TifRIeR 97Ra = %81 fs STl “dpaa IuUIFT 8 afep Iaurg ot 37|

e The Chief Justice questioned whether an average person could understand complex terms
and conditions.
T rneiT 3 gt fos o v ang safad Sfed frraw ofiR =rd 99 wahdi g |

e The court issued an ultimatum — Meta must stop sharing personal data or face strict
consequences.
3ETAd 7 S IHeH a1 — Meta &1 ATRITA ST TIS HRAT I HAT ST SITUT Hal
PHRars gt

e Interim directions are expected on February 9.
Siafey Fe=T 9 BRast $T SUfea g |

e The message is clear: a billion silent consumers are no longer raw material for Meta’s
profit model.
TR WY §: TP 3RT WA ITWTT 3F Meta & ATY HISH $HT bl WA T8t g1 A8 q |

e The era of “decent theft” may be ending.
«Jg AR BT QAT AT 81 bl g
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1. | Jaishankar, Rubio welcome trade deal, discuss critical minerals, Quad cooperation

T,mﬁwmﬁmmm,wmmmmw

2. | A turning point for nuclear deterrence

TRV YfaRiy® vl & foe v FRuias dis

3. | Donald Trump is turning U.S. into an authoritarian state, warns HRW

SHTeE U 3RS &) U RMAHard) 7y & 95d 78 €, HRW & Iara-it
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Jaishankar, Rubio welcome
trade deal, discuss critical
minerals, Quad cooperation

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Welcoming the trade deal,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar met U.S. Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
and U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Scott Bessent in Wash-
ington on Wednesday,
where both sides agreed to
“formalise” cooperation
on critical minerals, and
take forward their eco-
nomic partnership.

The meetings came two
days after a call between
U.S. President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, after
which they announced a
reduction in U.S. tariffs on
Indian goods to 18%, and
the cancellation of 25% pe-
nalty tariffs for the pur-
chase of Russian oil.

The Centre has come
under sharp criticism from
the Opposition over the
lack of transparency and
scant details of the India-
U.S. trade deal, and in par-
ticular the U.S. govern-
ment’s statement that In-
dia has agreed to “stop
buying” Russian oil, cut ta-
riffs for most U.S. goods to
zero, give U.S. agricultural
products market access,
and commit $500 billion
for investments and pur-
chase of American goods.

In a social media post,
Mr. Jaishankar said that he
had held a “wide-ranging
conversation” with Mr. Ru-
bio, and that discussions
included “trade, energy,
nuclear, defence, critical
minerals and technology”.
“[We] agreed on the early
meetings of various me-
chanisms to advance our
shared interests,” he said,
though the two leaders did
not take any questions
from the media.

Hand in hand: External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar with U.S.

)

Secretary of State Marco Rubio in Washington. AP

Speaking at the event,
Mr. Jaishankar “underlined
challenges of excessive
concentration” of critical
mineral supply chains, and
expressed support for U.S.
initiatives to de-risk them.

Mr. Jaishankar held the
meetings ahead of attend-
ing the U.S.led Critical
Minerals Ministerial in
Washington on Wednesday
that called for “preferential
trade zones” to secure
semiconductor supply
chains, in an effort to work
around China’s recent res-
trictions on trade in critical
minerals, and build alter-
nate supply routes.

The countries attending
were invited to take mem-
bership of a grouping that
will be shaped by the U.S.,
and included about 50
countries.

Restoring ties
Mr. Jaishankar's participa-
tion in the event is signifi-
cant as many of the other
countries present were re-
presented by their Energy
Ministers, and indicates a
desire by Delhi and Wash-
ington to move quickly on
restoring ties ruptured by a
year of tensions, and U.S.
tariffs on Indian goods.
Mr. Jaishankar’s visit to
Washington, his seventh
since Mr. Trump’s re-elec-

American goods.

Fg WHR & fauet Ht 3R T URSRIAr o HHt 3k HRd-3MeT samuR Jwsha & Siftd

fJaRull B ABR B! AT BT I BT UST 8, [y 7 T MR TRPR & 9919 R

b YRA A TG A7 B WG “dg” B, VDT SAND a3 TR Yoo I B, ARt

%@aﬁwq@éﬁaﬁwsoo 3RT F a7 7 ARt aegan # Tie Bl ufdgdr
|

¢ In a social media post, Mr. Jaishankar said that he had held a “wide-ranging conversation”
with Mr. Rubio, and that discussions included “trade, energy, nuclear, defence, critical
minerals and technology’.
TR Hifear uie & 4 SaRiaR = Fel [ 3@ 4 ol & 9y “favqa aradia g3, o
“HTIR, Jell, UHTY, I&7T, HEaqul Wit 3R TNl =mfia g1

o “[We] agreed on the early meetings of various mechanisms to advance our shared
interests,” he said, though the two leaders did not take any questions from the media.
I Pel, “H 30~ HgM fedl & 3l dgM & fore fafte 4=t &t 2w oot R Jedfa
STdTs,” gTaifd Gl Aareft 3 Hifear & ward ! g

tion in November 2024, is
seen as a move to reset
ties, and pick up the en-
gagements that were side-
lined in 2025, particularly
on the Quad and Indo-Pac-
ific cooperation, and criti-
cal minerals and semicon-
ductor technology. India is
expected to be invited to
join the U.S.-led Pax Silica
Initiative launched in De-
cember 2025, U.S. Ambas-
sador to India Sergio Gor
had announced in January.

India will host the Artifi-
cial Intelligence Impact
Summit later in February,
where a high-level U.S. de-
legation is expected. Mean-
while, the government still
hopes to host the Quad
summit this year, which it
was unable to do in 2025.
Mr. Jaishankar discussed
Quad cooperation with
U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio, who has thus far
not visited India.

“Secretary Rubio and
Minister Jaishankar con-
cluded their meeting by ex-
pressing their commit-
ment to  expanding
bilateral and multilateral
cooperation through the
Quad. They acknowledged
that a prosperous Indo-
Pacific region remains vital
to advancing our shared in-
terests,” the U.S. State De-
partment said.

Jaishankar, Rubio welcome trade deal,
discuss critical minerals, Quad
cooperation

SR, 94l 3 IR JHgNd B1
W1 T, agayuf wfas 3R ®rs
HEUNT TR ==

. Welcoming the trade deal, Extemal Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar met U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent in Washington on Wednesday,
where both sides agreed to “formalise” cooperation
on critical minerals, and take forward their
economic partnership.

TR [HSIA BT WRTd $HRd g, fage d=f v
TARIBR 7 GUAR P qIiRiTe § smfept fadzr wft
ATH! Ffaal 3R AR ¢orl Afia Wi ade §
AT BI, STg1 1 U&il - Hgedqul [frell UR
3§ UR eHfd Sars |

° The meetings came two days after a call
between U.S. President Donald Trump and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, after which they
announced a reduction in U.S. tariffs on Indian
goods to 18%, and the cancellation of 25% penalty
tariffs for the purchase of Russian oil.

3 Jod AR SIHTES <0 3R qer=H
Tz A1 & d19 Did & Q) fa 91 g3, ordgd 918
YR axg3if R MRS b g 18% HA
3R =4t add B WG TR 25% SSTHD e I,
P DI VUM DI TS|

. The Centre has come under sharp criticism
from the Opposition over the lack of transparency
and scant details of the India-U.S. trade deal, and
in particular the U.S. government’s statement that
India has agreed to “stop buying” Russian oil, cut
tariffs for most U.S. goods to zero, give U.S.
agricultural products market access, and commit
$500 billion for investments and purchase of
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Speaking at the event, Mr. Jaishankar “underlined challenges of excessive concentration”
of critical mineral supply chains, and expressed support for U.S. initiatives to de-risk
them.

HRIHH H Aidd gU, it SRR - Ageaqut @i-er Tgfel saansil & “3reafid Hb-sor Bt
Aol ) Yaiford fhar ok I SRH-gad oA & fog st wgel o1 wmf= St
Mr. Jaishankar held the meetings ahead of attending the U.S.-led Critical Minerals
Ministerial in Washington on Wednesday that called for “preferential trade zones” to
secure semiconductor supply chains, in an effort to work around China’s recent
restrictions on trade in critical minerals, and build alternate supply routes.

off TORHR A GUIR P! ATRATE J g arelt APt Aqea arent fopfewa fFRea
fafadifvaa & 4 o ¥ Ugd 3 dodh &, e Ifidsaer myfd sRaemei &1 gyféd HxA
& T “a¥ia SR &3 S &1 Mg foha T, dlfes Ageayul @il & IR W 9 &
giferar ufaded @ fAuer o 9 3R defeus smyfe Arf ST o W |

The countries attending were invited to take membership of a grouping that will be shaped by
the U.S., and included about 50 countries.

YN oA aTet =0 1 SARST §RT 3MHR 3T T a1t T T B! Hawadl & 1w SrHfd fasan
T, SR TRTHRT 50 ST =M 3|

Restoring ties

o 1 ggrelt

Mr. Jaishankar’s participation in the event is significant as many of the other countries
present were represented by their Energy Ministers, and indicates a desire by Delhi and
Washington to move quickly on restoring ties ruptured by a year of tensions, and U.S.
tariffs on Indian goods.

39 PrdHH | ff TR Bt yrliar! Hewyqul ¢ Fife Sufd $3 3= =1 31 Uiaia Sb
St w7 fran, 3R e el ik arfRives &t 919 R Td 99 3R URdT awgaif wR
AN Yoo T T Fael Ft TeTelt & oy Ao I 3 981 &1 331 S ]

Mr. Jaishankar’s visit to Washington, his seventh since Mr. Trump’s re-election in
November 2024, is seen as a move to reset ties, and pick up the engagements that were
sidelined in 2025, particularly on the Quad and Indo-Pacific cooperation, and critical
minerals and semiconductor technology.

qIR{ATEA B o SHRIAR DI T8 TN, 746 2024 T U & & d1g 3! Aradl

AT R, R wa Bl ¥ B39 IR 2025 ¥ gRA R ¢ TR Ugd— Ry B1s iR -

%ﬁﬂaﬂg JUT Ageayut WAl 3R Aifibsae el —o! fhR ¥ oM dgn & wu A
CIRGE

India is expected to be invited to join the U.S.-led Pax Silica Initiative launched in
December 2025, U.S. Ambassador to India Sergio Gor had announced in January.

Sa ¥ URd  SAR@! Ireiga afefay MR = 9iwon o off i yRa &1 fewar 2025 7 = 3t
TS AR A arelt G Riferst yga & fd g1 & fow omfid fby oM &t gwile
India will host the Artificial Intelligence Impact Summit later in February, where a high-
level U.S. delegation is expected.

R BRast & 3id § fpiRrra sefemty sHiae Iaffie & Aarm &, Jef ST
Iyt ufafalmsa & om &1 3wl 3|

Meanwhile, the government still hopes to host the Quad summit this year, which it was
unable to do in 2025.

39 419, WHR 39 T8 TS RRER Jw@asT &1 Gorari &1 Jeg ot off wv @t g, ot a8 2025
H 78 R urs A

Mr. Jaishankar discussed Quad cooperation with U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio,
who has thus far not visited India.

ot SaRIAR A AR fadwr =it vt wiagt & 1y P1s Tgah T R 991 3, S 3/d a®
YR &1 AT T8 D1 5|

“Secretary Rubio and Minister Jaishankar concluded their meeting by expressing their
commitment to expanding bilateral and multilateral cooperation through the Quad. They
acknowledged that a prosperous Indo-Pacific region remains vital to advancing our shared
interests,” the U.S. State Department said.
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A turning point for nuclear deterrence
VIQB

he rupture between
Europe and Donald
Trump’s U.S. over
Greenland may be
papered over in time, but
Europe’s trust in the U.S. as a
reliable North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) ally has been
irreparably broken. As the last
remaining arms control treaty
limiting Russia’s nuclear arsenal
comes to an end, conversations
about defending Europe are
acquiring a sharper edge.
NATO came together in 1949 as
a defensive nuclear alliance
against the Soviet Union with the
U.S. as its primus inter pares— the
ultimate guarantor of the security
of its western European members.
Now, the hegemon has turned on
its own alliance, over Mr. Trump’s
desire to acquire Greenland, a
sovereign territory under the
jurisdiction of NATO member
Denmark. Mr. Trump’s bullying
and economic warfare has broken
trust, and without trust NATO as a
nuclear alliance is hollowed out.
How Europe responds to this
rupture will shape not only the
future of the continent’s security,
but also the future of
conversations about nuclear
deterrence. Depending on
whether the new security
architecture of Europe privileges
nuclear deterrence, thinking
about nuclear weapons will either
be updated to reflect the lessons of
the 80 years since a nuclear
weapon was last detonated, or
continue to echo conversations
that took place when the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
separated the world into nuclear
haves and have-nots.

The nuclear conversation

The intervening years since the
NPT restrained horizontal
proliferation have seen threats to
world security shift from nuclear
rivalry to terrorism and
extremism; climate change;
economic stress; inequality; and
regional rivalries. While none of
these is easily addressed by
nuclear weapons, conversations
about nuclear possession and use

Priyanjali Malik
writes on nuclear
politics and security

At the dawn of
the nuclear age,
when possessors
were still
building their
arsenals, there
was a debate on
whether
deterrence
rested on
certainty or
uncertainty

continue to privilege nukes as the
ultimate guarantor of peace and
security even as great power
rivalry returns to the global stage.

Moreover, discussions about
‘what deters’ appear to have
ossified. At the dawn of the
nuclear age, when possessors
were still building their arsenals,
there was a debate on whether
deterrence rested on certainty or
uncertainty. Some believed that
uncertainty was enough; that
allowing an adversary to not be
certain that any adventurism
would not be countered with a
nuclear response was enough for
deterrence to work. A form of this
deterrence arguably operated
between India and Pakistan
between the 1980s and 1998.
Israel, with its opaque nuclear
status, also relies on this
uncertainty. For the rest of the
nuclear possessors, a complex
interplay of great power politics
led to growing stockpiles and an
emphasis on the certainty of a
nuclear response. Testing
demonstrated intent and number
of weapons indicated resolve.

Yet, even as nuclear states were
racing to stockpile warheads, a
taboo on nuclear use was gaining
strength. A nuclear weapon has
not been deployed since 1945.
While nuclear threats have been
issued, and states have developed
ever smaller and more ‘useable’
weapons (tactical or battlefield
nukes), nuclear use, to the best of
our knowledge, has never been
seriously contemplated.

Arms control agreements
between the U.S. and the Soviet
Union/Russia, along with the
global non-proliferation
architecture may have contributed
to sparing the world another
Hiroshima, but thinking on
nuclear deterrence remains
essentially unchanged. And now,
after a sharp reduction in nuclear
stockpiles between the U.S. and
Russia, the pendulum may be
swinging back.

China, Russia and the U.S. are
ambitiously modernising their
nuclear stockpiles. China has
reportedly added 100 warheads a

year since 2023 to reach a total of
600. In 2015, the UK. reversed a
2006 decision to reduce its
stockpile and is at 225 warheads.
The last remaining arms control
agreement between Russia and
the U.S. -New START - expires on
February 5, and if both states start
increasing their stockpiles from
the current 5,459 and 5,277,
respectively, it will send a clear
message of moving back to Cold
War ideas of deterrence.

Lessons from Ukraine

The war in Ukraine should have
led to a more serious debate about
what deters. Russian President
Vladimir Putin had made nuclear
threats before his invasion and
then again in October 2022. Yet
those threats were countered not
by the certainty of a nuclear
response, but by the certainty of a
robust response that left the
nuclear element unclear. It is
worth remembering that Ukraine
— anon-nuclear country — has
been able to defend itself against a
nuclear adversary. Yes, it has had
help and yes, it has lost territory,
but Ukraine has not yet been
defeated by its nuclear neighbour.

Therefore, what happens in the
next few months as Europe comes
up with a security architecture
that does not rely on the U.S could
reshape nuclear thinking.

Apart from some tepid
discussion about how France and
the U.K. might extend their
nuclear umbrella to cover Europe,
most of the previous debate
appeared to return to hugging the
U.S. ever closer. In the meantime,
an ad hoc grouping of mainly
European states, called the
Coalition of the Willing, has come
together to guarantee Ukraine’s
security. Ukraine now has
experience in defending itself
against a nuclear state. Against
this backdrop, whether Europe
chooses to base its new security
architecture on some sort of
replacement nuclear alliance, or
on a defensive alliance that may
have a nuclear element, will shape
future discussions about nuclear
weapons and deterrence.

& T fg-v=nia & gaR aren iRl &) oM g & e srdd He@yuf s gen gl

A turning point for nuclear deterrence

TRHTY] AR &var & fore e vt ais
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Rupture between Europe and U.S. over Greenland

Tds 31 Ao g 3R sAR®T & dia ®R

The rupture between Europe and Donald Trump’s U.S. over Greenland may be papered
over in time, but Europe’s trust in the U.S. as a reliable NATO ally has been irreparably
broken.

AT B! ABR TRIY 3R SIHTES TH & ARDT $ T RR THT & T R Fhell 8, Al
faga-ta AreY gearh & wu A smfiveT R g &1 fayry wirht =0 A ge a1 8|

As the last remaining arms control treaty limiting Russia’s nuclear arsenal ends,
conversations about defendlng Europe are acqumng a sharper edge.

SR EAF ‘R;!;‘g_[ [BEELEEEISE RS
TRIY B T& 3R ?ﬂaﬁr?%"r%
NATO came together in 1949 as a defensive nuclear alliance against the Soviet Union,
with the U.S. as the ultimate guarantor of western European security.
Tl 31 VYT 1949 § Tifdad T & fGaAT® TP &I WA TS§U & =0 | g5, forad
SAfYPT Ut U &t JRen o1 sifad TRex U1l
Now, the hegemon has turned on its own alliance over Trump’s desire to acquire
Greenland, a sovereign territory of Denmark.
3§ YW e 3T & e & RIATd g1 718 § it ¢ WS B gTRIaT H=-11 9184 8,
S SHTS PTIUY &7 ¢ |
Bullying and economic warfare have broken trust, and without trust NATO as a nuclear
alliance is hollowed out.
gara 3R e g A oy s fear €, 8iR e faymy 3 uRwmy Tedeq & =4 & Are)
FHSR g AT 8
Europe’s response to this rupture will shape the future of continental security and the
future of nuclear deterrence debates.
wwqﬁuﬁuﬁf@m%@dﬁm&n%nﬁwaﬁ?mﬁﬁumaﬁm
I

Depending on whether Europe’s new security architecture privileges nuclear deterrence,
nuclear thinking may be updated or continue echoing NPT divisions between nuclear
haves and have-nots.
T8 39 W 1R S o5 U ot 73 FR&M TRa1 9] FARIY &1 urifiesar <ot § a1 e,
%@%gﬁaﬁqﬁﬁﬁﬂwﬂ%m NPT & TRHTY] §UF 3R dfra =i & fyure= it

B |

The nuclear conversation

TRy fau=f

The intervening years since the NPT restrained horizontal proliferation have seen threats
shift from nuclear rivalry to terrorism and extremism; climate change; economic stress;
inequality; and regional rivalries.

NPT GRT &feet TRIR A% ST & 916 & a8 § Wk WRATY] afaaelf I geaw irdwarg ik
IUdIe; Saaryg ufad-; 3nfie a-ra; sRywTar; 3R &g ufegfear s7 g

While none of these is easily addressed by nuclear weapons, discussions still privilege
nukes as the ultimate guarantor of peace and security even as great power rivalry
returns.

gl 378 ¥ PIs ot wrwry] AR ¥ s ¥ 5 el gian, R oft o) 3Rt & wmifar
3R R BT SifeT MR A1 91 &, Safe A ufaeasf die & 5

Discussions about ‘what deters’ appear to have ossified.

ORIy T a1 & W 99 fRR 81 18 Udid gia

At the dawn of the nuclear age, there was debate on whether deterrence rested on certainty
or uncertainty.

TRHTY] I Pt AT T 9 91d R T89 At {5 ARy FAfdaar w snenfa 8 ar siffdaa w|
Some believed uncertainty alone could deter adversaries by leaving them unsure of a
nuclear response.
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A form of this deterrence operated between India and Pakistan (1980s-1998).
T fRIY YRE 3R UTfhar (1980-1998) & st a1 7|
Israel, with its opaque nuclear status, also relies on uncertainty.

SORTS Y, 30T 3Ry qATY] fRUfY & Ty, aifeifaar iR ik s 81

For other nuclear states, great power politics led to growing stockpiles and emphasis on
certainty of nuclear response.

3 TRUTYL I} H HgTRITeRT IS & HRUT YR ¢ 3R fAfda ummp ufafear R SR
&z

Testing demonstrated intent and the number of weapons indicated resolve.

T A 32TeT fezarar iR Rl Y = A Tedr exig |

Even as states raced to stockpile warheads, a taboo on nuclear use strengthened.

SR TG BI Al & Sac]g URHIV] START R faY Torgd gof|

No nuclear weapon has been deployed since 1945.

1945 & §1G s U] BIYIR IUINT g1 gl

Although nuclear threats and development of tactical/battlefield nukes continued, actual
nuclear use has never been seriously contemplated.

gTaifer URHTY] (afpar SR Sfdedwa wamy] RN &1 fawr oY a1, fhR ot arafa®
AT I Hft TiefRer T G

Arms control agreements

AR

Arms control agreements between the U.S. and the Soviet Union/Russia, along with the

global non-proliferation architecture may have contributed to sparing the world another

Hiroshima, but thinking on nuclear deterrence remains essentially unchanged.

AR 3R Wifdud Y9~ & s R fumor gusha Ju e vIR e = gRar &

ggﬁ?%ﬂﬁm@ﬁﬁﬁwmﬁmé, QAfp T FPRYY R T ged: sraRafda
I

And now, after a sharp reduction in nuclear stockpiles between the U.S. and Russia, the
pendulum may be swinging back.

319 IATYHT 3R ¥ & Jig WAV} WK | diag w3t & a1e U fbz yaedt g5 i@ Wi 8
China, Russia and the U.S. are ambitiously modernising their nuclear stockpiles.

9, T4 3R MRt Heareiel U F U TRHTY] HSR BT MYfIPIH<o R R T
China has reportedly added 100 warheads a year since 2023 to reach a total of 600.

RO & SFTER 19 7 2023 1 ufar 7t 100 IRES TS § 3R $oT 600 I Ugd T 5

In 2015, the U.K. reversed a 2006 decision to reduce its stockpile and is at 225 warheads.
2015 5 g,3. = 2006 F fofa & uere fear siR o/d IUF U 225 IRES ©

The last remaining arms control agreement between Russia and the U.S. — New START —
expires on February 5, and if both states start increasing their stockpiles from the current
5,459 and 5,277, respectively, it will send a clear message of moving back to Cold War
ideas of deterrence.

9 3R Rkt & o sifaw sRAR fFriror Tushar — | weré — 5 BRas & G g
TE1 R, 3R Tfd S 3 32U TdHH 5,459 3R 5,277 HER §eid &, 1 I8 Td g ot Yy
= B SR arudt &1 Y Hobd BT

Lessons from Ukraine

I q9F

The war in Ukraine should have led to a more serious debate about what deters.

gob+1 g5 & FFRIY & aRafae o IR 3ifis iR 989 L= St afeT 2|

Russian President Vladimir Putin had made nuclear threats before his invasion and then
again in October 2022.

&4t Ut ek gfest = Sehaor 8 ugd SR bR Siagar 2022 H wRHTY] emfdpar <f off|
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o Yet those threats were countered not by the certainty of a nuclear response, but by the
certainty of a robust response that left the nuclear element unclear.
S yHibyl o1 wfare gATe] fafshar o1 fAféraar 3 781 sfces werqa ufafsear <t fAfdaar @
feam man, fos IR d@ gy ATl

e It is worth remembering that Ukraine — a non-nuclear country — has been able to defend
itself against a nuclear adversary.
I g1e X& 1oV % gbT — TP IR-URHTY 3 — = uRATY] ft arat faRieht & faams
T & B B

e Yes, it has had help and yes, it has lost territory, but Ukraine has not yet been defeated by
its nuclear neighbour.
g1, 34 T el $iR 39 & @i, e gebeT 3t ae uRTfora -1t g ¢ |

o Therefore, what happens in the next few months as Europe comes up with a security
architecture that does not rely on the U.S. could reshape nuclear thinking.
ST ST H© e lHi 1 oid JRIT AT W R =7 vg= arelt gRem |==n =, @ a8
TRUTY] | &I 967 9T g

e Apart from some discussion about how France and the U.K. might extend their nuclear
umbrella to cover Europe, most previous debate focused on moving closer to the U.S.

g.F. GRT RY B A Tt ¢4 R TS Id1 I BISaR, UG [ 969

alﬁﬁ?ﬂ% aﬁvﬁaaﬁwﬁb‘@ﬁ il

¢ Meanwhile, an ad hoc group called the Coalition of the Willing has come together to
guarantee Ukraine’s security.
=4t ol wreferm 3w g fafent T Trg gob1 &1 JRem Afa #A & Rw s e |

¢ Ukraine now has experience in defending itself against a nuclear state.
ebT & UNT 31d URHTY] W & fRAT® T80 $7 3 gHa 5|

o Whether Europe bases its new security architecture on a replacement nuclear alliance or
on a defensive alliance with a nuclear element will shape future discussions about nuclear
weapons and deterrence.
Y U TS YRET WIAAT D1 AT YRHTY[ TS TR SR BT ¢ A1 UIHIY] e aral
TS TS |, T8 Uaw 31 uvATy] gRAR iR PRIy 989 & gu1fdd S|

WASHINGTON Donald Trump is turning U.S. into an

e : . authoritarian state, warns HRW
Donald Trump is turning U.S. into QTS 21 AR 1 T I 5

an authoritarian state, warns HRW .~ T T2 ¥ HRW &Y Aaqrah

' ’ . Donald Trump is tumning U.S. into an
Hu MAN : \ authoritarian state, warns HRW
0 AR BT TP HRMATIFAY I §
RIGHTS aaw%’% HRW 3% et
o Human Rights Watch wamed on

Wednesday that President Donald Trump was
turning the United States into an authoritarian
state as democracy declines globally to its lowest
ebb in four decades.

YA A5CH did 3 GYAR B dAdral < b argafa
SHIGES €U I ANDT o T

U g
Human Rights Watch warned on Wednesday that President Donald  {fRFRIB AT} IeT & 9cd g &, Rt dldpdd affjdh
Trump was turning the United States into an authoritarian state as TR R ﬁ@ﬁ IR m a; m ﬁ'ﬂa TR W UET"T

democracy declines globally to its lowest ebb in four decades. Mr.
g

Trump’s return to the White House has intensified a “downward .
spiral” on human rights, the group said in its annual report. AFP o Mr. Trump’s return to the White House

has intensified a “downward spiral” on human
rights, the group said in its annual report.
g A Ut a1 i & 351 fos it Su $t 15 3199 | arud! A AFaifieRl W)
“THRIAD RIS FHY 3R A B e 8|

AFP
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Agriculture and dairy sectors protected in
India-U.S. trade deal, Goyal tells Parliament

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal on Wednes-
day told Parliament that
the government had been
successful in protecting
the Indian agriculture and
dairy sectors in the India-
U.S. trade deal.

Making a statement in
both Houses of Parliament,
Mr. Goyal said the deal
would help make India
self-reliant, and added that
the labour-intensive sec-
tors would receive a major
boost in exports following
the reduction in tariffs to
18%, which were earlier
pegged at 50%.

The tariffs on India are
among the lowest com-
pared with its competitor
nations, the Union Minis-

QQ The deal [with the
U.S.] will help promote
initiatives like ‘Make in India’= =% *
and "Design in India, and will 1P o
make India self-reliant ...deal will ‘C:_‘
open huge opportunities for \

skilled Indians and MSMEs

PIYUSH GOYAL

Union Commerce Minister

-

¥ e

3

ter said in the Lok Sabha.
“India has been successful
in protecting the agricultu-
ral and dairy sectors,” he
said, adding that the deal
would help promote initia-
tives such as “Make in In-
dia” and “Design in India”,
and would make India self-
reliant. He said the deal
would open huge oppor-
tunities for skilled Indians
and micro, small, and me-
dium enterprises (MSMES).

He said both sides were
working to complete the
technical processes, and it
would be announced soon.
He added that ensuring
energy security for Indians
was the top priority of the
government.

‘National interest’

Observing that India need-
ed goods from sectors such
as aviation and nuclear
energy, and the U.S. was a

major player in these seg-
ments, he said the deal was
in the national interest.

Throughout Mr. Goyal’s
statement in the Lok Sab-
ha, the Opposition conti-
nued to protest on the is-
sue of the stand-off with
China in 2020 and the un-
published memoir of form-
er Army chief M.M. Nara-
vane. The Minister later
posted on social media
platform X, “Today in the
Lok Sabha, I was sche-
duled to deliver a state-
ment regarding the India-
U.S. Trade Deal. However,
when the government
came prepared to provide
a factual clarification on
the subject, the Opposition
began creating a ruckus.
Consequently, I am releas-
ing my full statement here
for everyone’s benefit.”

In the Rajya Sabha, soon
after he made his state-
ment, the Opposition
members sought clarifica-
tions. Though Chairman
C.P. Radhakrishnan called
senior Congress member
Jairam Ramesh, he could
not speak as other mem-
bers also stood up.

Later, Mr. Radhakrish-
nan, citing Rules, said
questions cannot be asked
considering the sensitivity
of the matter.

Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam leader Tiruchi Siva
and CPI(M) member John
Brittas questioned the de-
cision to disallow clarifica-
tions. Mr. Ramesh, howev-
er, was not allowed to
speak. Mr. Radhakrishnan
later said since there was
no decorum, Mr. Ramesh
could not be called.

Agriculture and dairy sectors protected in India-U.S. trade deal, Goyal tells

Parliament

YRT-3ARST TR Jusia # $iY o 38 &= 1 TRefor, M A g &t
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Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal on Wednesday told Parliament that the

government had been successful in protecting the Indian agriculture and dairy sectors in

the India-U.S. trade deal.

& arfored 12 dRgw MRrd A GUaR &I WG B! Iall [ WBHR URA-SRINDT ATIR

TAEa & YR P iR ST & 31 Wew 23 H Iha @l

Making a statement in both Houses of Parliament, Mr. Goyal said the deal would help make

India self-reliant, and added that the labour-intensive sectors would receive a major boost

in exports following the reduction in tariffs to 18%, which were earlier pegged at 50%.

TGe & <1 Tl & 99 <d gU o Mad 3 el % g8 wHiar YRd &l sk 593 &

Heg AT, 3R YH-UYT &=t & fafa 7 a1 sgrar fem w0l e geras 18% &R fau MU

g, Sl 051 50% |

The tariffs on India are among the lowest compared with its competitor nations, the Union

Minister said in the Lok Sabha.

;‘Eﬁgﬂsﬁﬁ?ﬁwmﬁw% YRA TR T T e 3T Uagat =0 &1 o1 & Hadt o7
I

“India has been successful in protecting the agricultural and dairy sectors,” he said, adding

that the deal would help promote initiatives such as “Make in India” and “Design in India”,
and would make India self-reliant.

36 BT, “HRd P 3R TN &5 o) s & T Ie1 8,7 3R SiieT S a8 Twgiar «Ae 39
He said the deal would open huge opportunities for skilled Indians and micro, small, and
medium enterprises (MSMEs).

31 &gl &b T8 P UG 3R Y&H, Y T HeaW ST (MSMEs) & T 519
IR Fiei |

He said both sides were working to complete the technical processes, and it would be
announced soon.

aﬁw%ﬁwaﬁaﬁmﬁﬁwmwmmﬁgaﬁwﬂﬁmmﬁ
|

He added that ensuring energy security for Indians was the top priority of the government.

I2A SeT fs YRl o fo Sreil GRem YR A1 WBR Bt Tated wfiyedr 7|

‘National interest’

Observing that India needed goods from sectors such as aviation and nuclear energy, and
the U.S. was a major player in these segments, he said the deal was in the national interest.

Ig Hed guU I YR B! TaHT SR URHIY] SHoif oI &1 ¥ avgsfl &T 31axasdhdl § 8k
3AR®T 3 &3 ¥ U vw RAaTS! 3, S Pl 9 I Twsiial g fga # 3

Throughout Mr. Goyal’s statement in the Lok Sabha, the Opposition continued to protest on
the issue of the stand-off with China in 2020 and the unpublished memoir of former Army
chief M.M. Naravane.

AHIUT T off Toet & R 5 & SR fauer 3 2020 ® D9 & Iry eIy 3R gd 1 yig
TH.TH. TRV &I SYBTRIA ATHBYT & g, W Ry TRT 47|

The Minister later posted on social media platform X, “Today in the Lok Sabha, | was
scheduled to deliver a statement regarding the India-U.S. Trade Deal. However, when the
government came prepared to provide a factual clarification on the subject, the Opposition
began creating a ruckus. Consequently, | am releasing my full statement here for everyone’s
benefit.”

= 7 91g § Ire Hifsan v e R fora, «3e A # # yRd-smifveT R ausha
TR UM ¢ dTa 47| gleiifs, Sfd TRPR 39 fav IR T WHeor &1 & forw dar ong,
fauer 3 g I o | uRumaey, & @it & fea & e Siom qR1 s g8t iRt o @l
_gi' |H

In the Rajya Sabha, soon after he made his statement, the Opposition members sought
clarifications.

ISUHHT H, §9M ¢4 & q{d 91g, fauai gawi § Tgieor #im|
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e Though Chairman C.P. Radhakrishnan called senior Congress member Jairam Ramesh, he
could not speak as other members also stood up.

gIdifes sfege AW, AUTHOA A aRY HIUY YR TIRTH A &1 o, Afcb 37 Tl &
WS Bl 9 & HRUI d 91d -Tg] 9P |

e Later, Mr. Radhakrishnan, citing Rules, said questions cannot be asked considering the
sensitivity of the matter.

g § 4t re1pwE A fArawY &1 garar dd §U wel i ama o) Haea=itadr & 3@d g Uy et

U5 S Hebdl |

o Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam leader Tiruchi Siva and CPI(M) member John Brittas
qguestioned the decision to disallow clarifications.

=38 g ®ewH & Har fawd! Rrar ok Wfteng ) T wiF faer 3 wsiewor ot
AR 7 &7 & fvfg R Fara 33|

e Mr. Ramesh, however, was not allowed to speak.

BTclifh, ot XA B siaq 1 Al 781 S|

e Mr. Radhakrishnan later said since there was no decorum, Mr. Ramesh could not be called.

off AYIHUM A §1e H Fel {6 wafer 7 81 & SR ot 0 HI 781 garan o Jh1|

The Budget and the imperative of fiscal consolidation
VOB

hile presenting the Union Budget
2026-27, a considerable part of
the Finance Minister’s Budget
speech dealt with the

expenditure programmes that will be launched to
enable India to become developed by 2047. The
emphasis on the advanced technology sectors
such as Artificial Intelligence, biopharma,
semiconductor and critical minerals among
others, is well taken. The concern with these
expenditure programmes is on how well they are
going to be implemented and the pace at which
they will enable the goal of Viksit Bharat to be
achieved.

Expenditure priorities, revenue prospects

In order to provide fiscal space for these changing
priorities, the Government of India has been
successfully undertaking a restructuring,
particularly of its revenue expenditures. For more
than a decade, the share of revenue expenditure
to total expenditure has been going down, from
88% in 2014-15 to about 77% in 2026-27 (BE), that
is a fall of 11% points. Within this, the fall in
central subsidies was 7% points of total
expenditure. Correspondingly, the share of
capital expenditure in total expenditure has
increased.

The Centre’s emphasis on capital expenditure
has played an important role in supporting GDP
growth. As a percentage of GDP, the Centre’s
capital expenditure, in the post-COVID-19 years,
has been at a high level. However, its annual
growth rate has fallen over time. Thus, from a
recent peak growth of 28.3% in 2023-24, it fell to
10.8% in 2024-25 and to 4.2% in 202526 (RE). It is
budgeted to increase now to 11.5% in 2026-27
(BE), which is only marginally higher than the
assumed nominal GDP growth of 10.0%. Thus, it
will almost remain static at 3.1% of GDP in 2025-26
(RE) and 2026-27 (BE). It may be noted that the
budgeted capital expenditure growth in 2025-26
was 10.1%, but a growth of only 4.2% was
achieved as already noted.

The Government of India’s revenue receipts,

)
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The Budget
pinpoints the
critical areas
where the
government
needs to focus
on, but
sustained
growth needs
monetary and
fiscal stability

particularly projections for 2026-27 (BE) of tax
revenues are cautious and are likely to be
achieved. But the concern is that the buoyancy of
Centre’s gross tax revenues in 2026-27 (BE) has
fallen to 0.8, well below the benchmark of 1. This
consists of a buoyancy of 1.1 of direct taxes, which
has a share of 61.2%, and a buoyancy of 0.3 of
indirect taxes, which has a share of 38.8% in
Centre’s gross tax revenues. The main reason for
the lower overall buoyancy is linked to the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) collections, which are not
expected to keep pace with GDP growth in
2026-27 (BE). In view of the high pressure on
increasing expenditure, both developmental and
welfare, the government should take a good look
at the indirect taxes structure and raise their
buoyancy to 1.

The recommendations of the Sixteenth
Finance Commission (FC16) have not provided
for any change in the share of States in the
divisible pool of central taxes, keeping it at 41%.

The assignment of taxes to the States,
therefore, has remained the same at 3.9% of GDP
in 2025-26 (RE) and 2026-27 (BE). Also, the FC16
did not recommend any revenue deficit grants or
sector/State-specific grants. Because of
discontinuation of revenue deficit grants, there
would be a reduction in the overall transfers to
the States as compared to FCI5. In fact, there has
also been a reduction in other components of FC
grants — the reason why total FC grants to the
States have fallen from 0.43% of GDP in 202526
(RE) - the last year under the recommendations
of FCI5 — to 0.33% in 2026-27 (BE), the first year
under the recommendations of the FC16. Usually,
in the first year of an FC award period, there isa
step jump in the volume of grants.

Pace of fiscal consolidation

The slowdown in the pace of fiscal consolidation
is also a major concern. The pace of reduction in
the fiscal deficit to GDP ratio has progressively
fallen in the post-COVID-19 years. Considering the
period from 2023-24, the annual reduction in this
ratio in successive years was 0.7% points in

2024-25, 0.4% points in 2025-26 (RE) and only
0.1% point in 2026-27 (BE). The change in the
targeting strategy from fiscal deficit to targeting
the debt-GDP ratio also does not give much
confidence. In fact, the debt-GDP ratio and fiscal
deficit to GDP ratio are interdependent and move
in tandem depending on the nominal GDP
growth.

A transparent strategy would be to give the
glide path of debt-GDP ratio and fiscal deficit
relative to GDP with an underlying assumption of
nominal GDP growth for the next five years. It
should also indicate as to when the respective
targets committed to in the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management Act 2018, that is, of 40%
for debt-GDP ratio and of 3% for fiscal deficit to
GDP ratio are likely to be achieved.

It is also useful to note that maintaining an
unduly high debt-GDP ratio leads to a high
interest payment to revenue receipts ratio. The
effective interest rate for central government debt
is estimated at 7.12% in 2026-27 (BE). This rate has
been rising progressively for the last three years.
In fact, as per the 2026-27 (BE), the interest
payment to revenue receipts ratio is close to 40%,
thereby squeezing the space for the required
primary expenditures.

It must be stressed that the limit of fiscal deficit
at 3% of GDP has a strong logic behind it. If the
Centre and States take 8%-9% of GDP, the
investible resources available for the private
sector will come down strongly. In this situation,
it is difficult to expect private investment to pick
up.

A good framework

Taken together, the Budget presents a good road
map to achieve the status of a developed country
by 2047. It has highlighted the critical areas
where the government and country must focus
on. Sustained growth needs monetary and fiscal
stability. The path of fiscal consolidation requires
a relook.

The views expressed are personal

The Budget and the imperative of fiscal consolidation

golc 3R Ao g gHed &1 sifarddr

Union Budget 2026-27 and expenditure priorities
FET ToIC 2026-27 3R T W

o While presenting the Union Budget 2026-27, a considerable part of the Finance Minister’s
Budget speech dealt with the expenditure programmes that will be launched to enable
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India to become developed by 2047.
AT ToIC 2026-27 T Hd 9HT fa WAl & Foie UTHUT &1 U 81 [oxT 31 o HrAsh i
IR dHigd UT S URA B 2047 9P fAHRIG I & forg = fohg S|

e The emphasis on advanced technology sectors such as Artificial Intelligence,
biopharma, semiconductor and critical minerals among others, is well taken.
S TG ) o R SfaT, STwTE, Qi ede? 3% Hgayul @i I R
fr M Bl

o The concem with these expenditure programmes is on how well they are going to be
implemented and the pace at which they will enable the goal of Viksit Bharat to be
achieved.
37 g HTAHHA B! AR a1 T8 8 b 3= bt ot aRe AR foban Smaam oiR g ifer 2 3
fas R YR & T&d B U &= H Hag Bl

Expenditure priorities, revenue prospects
aqg Wﬂﬁﬁﬁlﬂ'{ RIS H‘I-I'IT:F-lTI'!,

e |n order to provide fiscal space for these changing priorities, the Government of India has
been undertaking a restructuring of revenue expenditures.

S Sadd HEarstt & o ISTHIEg R ITTS TR 5 HIRA IRDR IoRd T &
e & @t g3 21

e For more than a decade, the share of revenue expenditure to total expenditure has been
going down, from 88% in 2014-15 to about 77% in 2026-27 (BE) — a fall of 11 percentage
points.
THh &X@ ¥ 3 09 ¥ $d I | IoId o7 BT g1 gcan 2014-15 | 88% I 2026-27
(BE) ® 77% & 711 § — T 11 Ufa=a 3iep ot fiRTae|

o Within this, the fall in central subsidies was 7 percentage points of total expenditure.
0 Pt Ifast | R oo g & 7 ufaxra i @

e Correspondingly, the share of capital expenditure in total expenditure has increased.
3P 3T YoINTd o0 &1 TR §¢1 ] |

e The Centre’s emphasis on capital expenditure has played an important role in supporting
GDP growth.
&% &1 GoITd o W SR S qfe o waef 2 & meayuf w1 R

e As a percentage of GDP, the Centre’s capital expenditure in the post-COVID years has been
at a high level.
HIfas & 91¢ & aul § Sl & Ufawrd & U & F5 BT YoiiTd o9 3o TR R @1 8

e However, its annual growth rate has fallen over time.
g ST i gfS e I & Y "eT 3|

e From a recent peak of 28.3% in 2023-24, it fell to 10.8% in 2024-25 and to 4.2% in 2025-26
(RE).
2023-24 § 28.3% & I=I TR 9 I UeH 2024-25 A 10.8% 3iR 2025-26 (RE) T 4.2% B T

e Itis budgeted to increase to 11.5% in 2026-27 (BE), only marginally higher than nominal
GDP growth of 10.0%.
39 2026-27 (BE) H 11.5% d% SgM PI 3 &, 511 10.0% ATHHT St gfg T et &
31 B

e Thus, it will remain almost static at 3.1% of GDP in 2025-26 (RE) and 2026-27 (BE).
3 UPHR TS 2025-26 (RE) 3R 2026-27 (BE) § SIS T & 3.1% fRR 7T

e |t may be noted that the budgeted capital expenditure growth in 2025-26 was 10.1%, but only
4.2% was achieved.

& & A g {6 2025-26 W AT YSINTG 2 i 10.1% 2R, Al Haa 4.2% & wre
GEL

o The Government of India’s revenue receipts, particularly tax revenue projections for
2026-27 (BE), are cautious and likely to be achieved.
YR IRPR P oG W, AR 2026-27 (BE) & HR I T, JaUMHYAD §
3R Hyad: UTed gl SIe |
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But the concern is that the buoyancy of Centre’s gross tax revenues in 2026-27 (BE) has
fallen to 0.8, below the benchmark of 1.

Wfds fiar g § f 2026-27 (BE) A $% & Jhdl B oG P 3BT (S1d ) T 0.8 7 T
g, W1 $ A A HH G

This consists of buoyancy of 1.1 in direct taxes with a share of 61.2%, and 0.3 in indirect
taxes with a share of 38.8%.
30 Uel R0 DI IDTA 1.1 (61.2% 3T) 3R 3rvcyes HR) P 3BT 0.3 (38.8% f3<m) B
The main reason for lower buoyancy is linked to GST collections, which are not expected to
keep pace with GDP growth in 2026-27 (BE).
FY ISTA P T HRUI A TIE 7, S 2026-27 (BE) & ST gfx & wry arema gt
RECREILER
In view of high pressure on increasing developmental and welfare expenditure, the
government should review the indirect taxes structure and raise their buoyancy to 1.

Y 961 b a1d Bl ¢W¥d gU, WBR DI I B TGN Bt
THIGT PR ITh! IBTS 1 T T AT

Finance Commission transfers and fiscal consolidation

fa SmaT gaiaR U 3R ISR NI JHe

The recommendations of the Sixteenth Finance Commission (FC16) have not provided for
any change in the share of States in the divisible pool of central taxes, keeping it at 41%.
Araegd faw ST (FC16) &1 RN & dsiia #31 & fauTsa qa § sl ot fesdernt §
s IGaTd g1 [T TN R Y 41% TR 3@ T4
The assignment of taxes to the States has remained the same at 3.9% of GDP in 2025-26
(RE) and 2026-27 (BE).

Y B 3T 2025-26 (RE) 3R 2026-27 (BE) H ST BT 3.9% TR JH 3ET|
The FC16 did not recommend any revenue deficit grants or sector/State-specific grants.
FC16 = @3 IISIG HTeT e I1 SARTSI-fAIRIT e o R 61 311
Because of discontinuation of revenue deficit grants, there would be a reduction in overall
transfers to the States compared to FC15.
TSI °TeT 3G §¢ 814 & HRUI FC15 B ol | Il DI P geaiaRul J B! gl
There has also been a reduction in other components of FC grants, leading to total FC
grants falling from 0.43% of GDP in 2025-26 (RE) to 0.33% in 2026-27 (BE).
farT ST e & 3 ged! | +ft et oS B, SR i 3rIg 2025-26 (RE) W 0.43% T
YThR 2026-27 (BE) H 0.33% 3§ 1
Usually, in the first year of an FC award period, there is a step jump in the volume of
grants.

STAIR W AT R REPR @it & uga 9¥ & Srjei &t 7 # 981 g g ¢

Pace of fiscal consolidation

&1 i

The slowdown in the pace of fiscal consolidation is a major concern.

AP &1 M0 # S U de ar g
The pace of reduction in the fiscal deficit to GDP ratio has progressively fallen in the post-
COVID years.
HIfds & 91g F aul § eIy greT-Q-siShdt srgura & Hit ot 1 AR et ]l
From 2023-24, the annual reduction was 0.7 percentage points in 2024-25, 0.4 points in
2025-26 (RE) and only 0.1 point in 2026-27 (BE).
2023-24 & ST e HH 2024-25 A 0.7 UFARIT 3, 2025-26 (RE) H 0.4 3{dh, 3R 2026-27
(BE) § %ad 0.1 3{® 31|
The shift from targeting fiscal deficit to targeting the debt-GDP ratio does not give much
confidence.
ASTHINRT °TeT W HUI-SHSIT SUTd &1 Ted I &1 IGaTd e fayRy gt <ol
The debt-GDP ratio and fiscal deficit to GDP ratio are interdependent and move together
depending on nominal GDP growth.
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BUI-SHS I Ut 3R IS Trer-sitSidt srgurd IR R § oiR Arum shidhdt afs
¥ IR 1Y Id g

A transparent strategy would be to give the glide path of debt-GDP ratio and fiscal deficit
with assumptions of nominal GDP growth for the next five years.

T YRS UM & SRTA U auf & -Taur SHEdt gf & omuR R Bur-sisivt ok
IS °TeT H1TA18S UY ST 91T

It should indicate when targets of the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act
2018 — 40% debt-GDP ratio and 3% fiscal deficit — will be achieved.

gg Ht 91 =1 fob fawitg SwReRa ud aeie yaue siftfraw 2018 & e — Hor-sisdt
40% 3TR ISTHIYIY °TeT 3% — Ha U S|

Maintaining a high debt-GDP ratio leads to a high interest payment to revenue receipts
ratio.

I BUI-SHSIYT SFUTT ST 3G ¥ I Il U= Sa1eT YA 3uTd 96 Sl 6|

The effective interest rate for central government debt is estimated at 7.12% in 2026-27
(BE) and has been rising for three years.

HET PR & BUT B FHT TS G 2026-27 (BE) H 7.12% AT § 3R Tg i auf
95 E1 8|

The interest payment to revenue receipts ratio is close to 40%, squeezing space for
primary expenditures.

TS YITAT-IToIT TS SIUTd TTHT 40% ¢, o) wrdfires oo & fog i 0 81 @18 |
The limit of fiscal deficit at 3% of GDP has strong logic.

TR F 3% ISR "reT JAT BT Holgd dF g

If the Centre and States together take 8%-9% of GDP, resources available for the private
sector will decline sharply.

gfe &5 3R I e St &1 8%-9% oid &, af FHIeit & & fou Sudsy dumed &1 g
SITE |

In such a situation, it is difficult for private investment to pick up.

o fRufa & oot fFer &1 seT BT 21

A good framework
T 33T eIl

Taken together, the Budget presents a good road map to achieve developed country
status by 2047.

Fd ATHR ToTe 2047 T fabRyd 3 999 & o0 U 3rea1 AsAY Udd FHRaT 3 |

It highlights the critical areas where the government and country must focus.

Ig 39 Heayuf &3 &1 gITdT 8 o IR PR 3R - HI &= &1 A1

Sustained growth requires monetary and fiscal stability.

Rt 3fa & e M ik Ioreig fRREr smaa® ¢

The path of fiscal consolidation requires a relook.

TS & ATt Bt gRiiien smaza® |
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The US. trade deal — gains from economic diplomacy

ndia’s trade playbook is working strongly,
l steadily and at scale. Its new trade

architecture resembles a newly built
expressway, anchored in strategic trade
agreements that will enable faster, more
predictable movement for trade. After concluding
a major free trade agreement with the European
Union (EU), the United Kingdom and other
partners, India has now secured a consequential
trade deal with the United States.

The road to this deal was neither short nor
simple. Shaped through a demanding and
intricate process, the deal stands as a testament
to the strength, steadiness and foresight of Indian
negotiators. After nearly a year of sustained
dialogue, technical negotiations and quiet
diplomacy, India and the U.S. agreed upon the
lower tariff of 18%. The reduction of U.S. tariffs on
Indian goods to this competitive level is a huge
boost to Indian exports, providing improved
market access, policy certainty and avenues for
new strategic partnerships.

A growing network of partnerships

The India-U.S. trade deal represents an important
outcome in India’s expanding network of
international trade partnerships. The trade
agreements with the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA), the UK., and the EU give
India preferential market access to the whole of
Europe. Agreements with Australia and New
Zealand make India a key partner of the Pacific,
trade agreements with Oman and United Arab
Emirates provide greater access to West Asia, and
the latest deal with the U.S. deepens India’s
stronghold in America - a clear reflection of
India’s deep integration with the world.

The U.S. is the largest import market in the
world and India’s biggest export destination,
accounting for almost one-fifth of India’s total
exports. Indian exports to the U.S. span a wide
range of sectors, which includes apparel, gems
and jewellery, agricultural products, footwear,
leather and several other manufacturing
products, supporting both employment and
manufacturing value chains in India. With the
elevated U.S. tariff levels of 50% last year, several
Indian exporters were at a competitive
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use the
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disadvantage in this critical market. The revised
tariff not only provides meaningful relief and
improves India’s relative position vis-g-vis
competing suppliers but also provides a
constructive basis for advancing discussions
under the ongoing India-U.S. Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA). By easing immediate trade
frictions, the agreement creates space to address
broader issues such as regulatory cooperation,
market access and supply chain under the BTA.

The gains and broader implications

The clearest gains from the tariff reduction are
likely to accrue to employment-intensive export
sectors, particularly apparel. The U.S. is the
world’s largest apparel import market, and with
Indian exports now facing an 18% tariff, lower
than key competitors such as Vietnam and
Bangladesh, Indian manufacturers regain price
competitiveness in several high-volume
categories. Similar dynamics apply to gems and
jewellery (where margins are highly sensitive to
tariff changes and the U.S. remains a critical
destination), as well as to marine products,
processed foods, footwear and leather (where
even modest tariff moderation materially
improves landed costs). A lower tariff will
enhance export viability across these sectors and
support India’s positioning in diversified global
supply chains, further encouraging these
industries to go for capacity expansion.

On the whole, the reduction in U.S. tariffs on
Indian goods immediately enhances India’s
competitive position relative to several major
exporting nations that face higher duties,
including China, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Brazil,
South Africa, Pakistan as well as the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries.
This competitive positioning builds up India’s
export sectors and supports the country’s
long-term goal of becoming a global
manufacturing hub.

Beyond immediate economic relief, the deal
opens pathways for long-term growth and boosts
the overall India-U.S. economic relationship. It
encourages joint ventures, technology
partnerships and investment in high-value
sectors, fostering innovation, employment and

skill development.

For India, it consolidates global economic
leadership and strengthens the country’s
capacity to engage in high-value international
partnerships. For the U.S., it highlights the
advantages of partnering with India to drive
innovation, expand markets and reinforce supply
chains. Progress on tariffs supports deeper
engagement across regulatory co-operation,
digital trade, clean energy and innovation-led
sectors. The deal creates a mutually beneficial
cycle of growth and opportunity, laying the
foundation for collaboration that extends beyond
commerce.

From a strategic perspective, closer economic
ties complement cooperation in wider forums
such as the Quad (India, Australia, Japan, the
U.S.) where supply-chain resilience and trusted
partnerships are central priorities. A stable trade
relationship reinforces these objectives.

From tariffs to trust, a strategic reset in ties
This trade deal is more than a temporary
adjustment of tariffs. It restores trust, unlocks
economic opportunities and shores up a
constructive strategic relationship. The India-U.S.
partnership is poised to expand in areas which
include technology, defence, energy and
high-value manufacturing.

The deal demonstrates how thoughtful
negotiation and shared priorities can turn
complex challenges into lasting opportunities. It
reveals how two democracies, when willing to
engage thoughtfully, can craft solutions that serve
national interests while advancing global stability.
The India-U.S. trade deal is not just an economic
milestone. It represents a renewed, balanced and
strategic partnership, setting the stage for deeper
cooperation and mutual prosperity in the
decades ahead.

The India-U.S. trade improves access to the
most important export destination, strengthens
competitiveness across key sectors and supports
the next phase of bilateral economic engagement.
With policy momentum in place, the focus now
shifts to industry to leverage these opportunities
through investment, scale and enhanced
competitiveness.

The U.S. trade deal — gains from economic diplomacy

AN BT ITUR JHFNaT — 3w Fe-ifa d aH

India’s new trade architecture and U.S. deal

YR P TS ATUR AT 3R 3t qwsiarn

India’s trade playbook is working strongly, steadily and at scale, resembling a newly built
expressway anchored in strategic trade agreements.

YR &1 SR IV Torge, FRRET 31 98 THM R W R 6T €, S 0w sararR
TGl IR MR Th U Tagiad St 71

After concluding major free trade agreements with the European Union (EU), the United
Kingdom and other partners, India has now secured a consequential trade deal with the

United States.
T WY (EV), GATseS fhrew iR 3 URieRT & 1Y U o STUR JHgid B &
q1E, HRd = 3fd Wga T ARBT & AIY Hgeayul AR far g1

The road to this deal was neither short nor simple, shaped through a demanding and
intricate process.

T YA d% Ugd- &1 IRdT A o BYeT AT 3R 7 8 WRd, sfew T wifed ik wfe uftrar §
TR

After nearly a year of sustained dialogue, technical negotiations and quiet diplomacy,
India and the U.S. agreed on a lower tariff of 18%.

TTHT U oY &1 fFARaR aral, ae-at aTasia 3R qid Pe-ifd & e, YR 3R SMARDT 18%
P NP R TgHa gul

The reduction of U.S. tariffs on Indian goods to this competitive level is a huge boost to
Indian exports, improving market access, policy certainty and strategic partnerships.
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WRAY I3 W AR SRe d et § wrefia Frafa @Y a1 icare= e &, o aremR
ugd, ifa fRRar 3R wrifae agiert e erft

A growing network of partnerships

[ BT Jgdl

The India-U.S. trade deal is an important outcome in India’s expanding international trade

partnerships.

HRA-3ANST ATIR THSNT YR F 960 SARTPIT ATIR AIFIGRT Aeadh ST Heaqol

aRom B

Trade agreements with EFTA, U.K. and EU give India preferential access to Europe.

EFTA, 9. 3R EU & I TH3Na URd &1 AT # IRy a1oiR ugd 3d & |

Agreements with Australia and New Zealand make India a key partner in the Pacific.

3R Gelds & T JH HRd BI URI & BT THE AR 51 3

Trade agreements with Oman and UAE provide greater access to West Asia.
%?@%WﬂWﬂﬁﬁWﬁmmﬁ 3ifre ugg <d B

The latest deal with the U.S. deepens India’s stronghold in America, reflecting India’s

global integration.

am%muwmmwﬁmﬁmwm%ﬁ?mm
|

The U.S. is the largest import market and India’s biggest export destination, accounting
for nearly one-fifth of India’s exports.

SANPT g1 &1 Ta8 TST T TR 3R YR BT 9ad g1 faid 7idsd 8, S URd &
THT Tp-uiea ferafa o1 fR=ar 3|

Indian exports to the U.S. include apparel, gems and jewellery, agricultural products,
footwear, leather and manufacturing goods, supporting employment and value chains.
M &, S AR 3R Jea el &l JHT 3 B

With U.S. tariffs of 50% last year, many Indian exporters faced a competitive
disadvantage.

faa oy 50% MY N & FRU w8 yRS Fafas! & ufeaetars JHam gan

The revised tariff provides relief, improves India’s competitive position, and supports
progress in the India-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA).

2R Igd USH T 8, R B uferaeferes fRufa gurdr & 3ik WRd-smf¥eT
fgueia SR wEiar (BTA) & 31§ | Aag Hdl 7|
By easing immediate trade frictions, the agreement creates space to address regulatory
cooperation, market access and supply chains under the BTA.
IhTd STUTRS T HH b Tg THIAT [-1aTHS TGANT, TR Ugd SR MYfet g o
HEl TR BTA & d8d 31 9 BT 3fawR a1 7

The gains and broader implications

T 3R

Tgh YGHTd

The clearest gains from the tariff reduction are likely to accrue to employment-intensive
export sectors, particularly apparel.
¢ ¥ w3t &1 et Wy Ay AeR-guTE frafa &, faxives ufvur ST & s &t
YT B |
The U.S. is the world’s largest apparel import market, and with Indian exports facing an 18%
tariff, lower than competitors such as Vietnam and Bangladesh, Indian manufacturers
regain price competitiveness.

3 %1 T g1 Ul T maTd SIeIR 7, 3R R afd iR 18% 2w, S
forgaT SR SiTETdT @ o 2, § YR Fatdr gea wfaeast 6 @ g1 oxd 81
Similar dynamics apply to gems and jewellery, where margins are highly sensitive to tariff
changes and the U.S. remains a critical destination.
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T TR I 3R Smymor &= 7 +ff, wel ey it e seara & ufa Waea=ia € ok
SAN®T U6 Aeaquf SIeTR ST g3 ]

e The same applies to marine products, processed foods, footwear and leather, where
modest tariff moderation improves landed costs.
= UHR TS IeUTe, YRivpd AT, ot 3R awsT &= A off, S5l Angeht R ol § des
AT B Bl B

o A lower tariff will enhance export viability, strengthen India’s role in global supply chains,
and encourage capacity expansion.
w1 ¢Rw I frafa sagrdar s, YRa &1 Ay smyfed yaen & fRufa Aorgd g1ft oiR armar
fawaR & Mg e

e The reduction in U.S. tariffs enhances India’s competitive position relative to exporters
such as China, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Brazil, South Africa, Pakistan and ASEAN
countries.

AR NE & i I uRa 3! wfaemufore Rufa @, aiare=, fieer, s, gféor
YT, UITHEAT 3 ASEAN =N &1 Ier-T § Holgd 85 ¢

e This strengthens India’s export sectors and supports its long-term goal of becoming a global
manufacturlng hub.
I8 YR & frald &=t & Aeied oxar & 3R afye fafemfor g a7 & <dwiiae dsg o
T HRAT B

¢ Beyond immediate economic relief, the deal promotes long-term growth and strengthens the
India-U.S. economic relationship.
JBTd ATH Aed T 3T TeHR I8 YU Srefpifere gig o) darar a1 § 3R YRd-3rff¥eT
e wee o gorgd AT g

e It encourages joint ventures, technology partnerships and investment in high-value
sectors, fostering innovation, employment and skill development.

g UG I, aﬁﬂﬂa@zﬁsﬁ?ﬁq@aﬁﬁﬁaﬂﬁmmé SR
TAMER, AR 3R P f[IPH 9¢d &

e For India, it strengthens global economic leadership and the ability to engage in high-value
international partnerships.

YR & fore I8 e snfde Aqa oiR S SRSy Argiart & HIGRT 3 &1 &
ASTgd Rl g |

e Forthe U.S,, it highlights benefits of partnering with India to drive innovation, market
expansion and supply chain resilience.

AR & oY 78 FaTaR, STeR fawrR iR Smyfef gjaar Aot & forw YRd & Ty wRieR)
& A fearar g1

e Progress on tariffs supports deeper cooperation in regulatory cooperation, digital trade,
clean energy and innovation sectors.

, feforea aauR, W= Suif o TaER &3 § T8R JgunT &
g &f 81

e The deal creates a mutually beneficial growth cycle and lays the foundation for long-term
collaboration beyond commerce.
g JUIG URWINS ATHSR! fISTH I SH1d1 & 3R SAUR T 3 Sreawiiere TgaiT o
fa TEar gl

¢ From a strategic perspective, closer economic ties complement cooperation in the Quad
(India, Australia, Japan, U.S.), focusing on supply-chain resilience and trusted
partnerships.
Yoo € O, Toeg siife ey @Ts (UIR4, SieferT, Smur, mifveT) o smyfd s
werget o faywrity wrgiert 1 I 3 7

o A stable trade relationship reinforces these objectives.

T fRR AR HaY 37 IgA! &I Holgd dal gl

From tariffs to trust, a strategic reset in ties

e A fayrg 9, ﬂ‘q’%ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬂ%gﬂ#‘g’m
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This deal is more than a tariff adjustment; it restores trust, unlocks economic
opportunities, and strengthens strategic partnership.

T8 U Had SRP THTGISH 81 §; I8 fayT a81e a1 8, e srawr Tierr @ 3k
Yorifae® AEeRt Toed FRdl g

The India-U.S. partnership is set to expand in technology, defence, energy and high-
value manufacturing.

YRA-3ANST ArgieR wenfirast, verm, Sl iR S=-yea fafmfor &5 & fawar oA arelt 81
The deal shows how thoughtful negotiation and shared priorities can transform complex
challenges into opportunities. )

g TG STl § [ Wr-Hee? &Y 1 araf 3 |re wrufieart sifed gfaal &t
TR | T Bl ¢ |

It highlights how two democracies can craft solutions serving national interests and global
stability.

g faaman § b &1 didas ISt fRdl ofi 3ffe fRuRar & forg T duR o) 9&hd 6|

The deal represents a renewed, balanced and strategic partnership for deeper
cooperation and mutual prosperity.

g i 3R IS A &1 Ui R &, S 18R ganT 3R
TRER® TG B §emar ST 8|

The India-U.S. trade improves access to the most important export destination,
strengthens competitiveness and supports the next phase of bilateral engagement.
fuef TgaT & o TR & FHT AT |

With policy momentum, the focus now shifts to industry to leverage opportunities through
investment, scale and competitiveness.
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‘Tnvestors more
aware of crypto than
corporate bonds’

GS lli: Economy |

Ashokamithran T.
MUMBAI

The increase in capital
market participation has
not raised the awareness
about corporate bonds as
an investment option, said
SEBI Chairperson Tuhin
Kanta Pandey on Wednes-
day while speaking at a cor-
porate bond outreach
event in Mumbai.

“Capital market partici-
pation is rising - the
number of unique inves-
tors has grown from 43
million in FY20 to 139
million today,” he said.

“Yet, SEBI's Investor
Survey shows awareness
of corporate bonds as an
investment product is
only about 10%, well be-
low deposits, insurance,
and small savings. Even
cryptocurrency has higher
awareness at 15%,” he said
speaking at the event.

Further, Mr.Pandey said
that market structure is

event.

‘Awareness of
corporate bonds
as an investment
product is only
about 10%*

heavily skewed towards
highly-rated issuers, and
shallow secondary markets
are challenges that act as
impediment to the deve-
lopment of the corporate
bond market.

‘Regulation not enough’
“Regulation alone cannot
build a market. The next
phase depends on is-
suers, investors, interme-
diaries, stock exchanges,
and regulators moving to-
gether. These outreach
programmes are a listening
exercise — to identify con-
straints and prioritise solu-
tions,” he said while listing
questions that the regula-
tor would be interested lis-
tening to from the partici-
pants in the market.

‘Investors more aware of crypto than
corporate bonds’

T HIRURE dis B a1 d el
& yfa 3t SRe”

¢ ‘Investors more aware of crypto than
corporate bonds’
fHagI® HRURE dF St ga1 H fobpl & ufd
3D TRED’
e The increase in capital market
participation has not raised the awareness
about corporate bonds as an investment
option, said SEBI Chairperson Tuhin Kanta
Pandey on Wednesday while speaking at a
corporate bond outreach event in Mumbai.
Yot IR # YRR 96+ & dlavjg BIRURe
qIvs &I (a1 fddhed & ¥U § A SRRewl ol
941 §, T8 91 A 3reqed gfie Fid uis A gUaR

(9% d AR BIRURE d1s M3esd

A Pall

o ‘“Capital market participation is rising —
the number of unique investors has grown
from 43 million in FY20 to 139 million today,”
he said.
I e, “Uoh IR | UTiier) 98 81 8 —
Sifgeta fa=re @t w@m Fy20 # 43 e 9
Tgh 3o 139 A BT g 81

o “Yet, SEBI’s Investor Survey shows
awareness of corporate bonds as an
investment product is only about 10%, well
below deposits, insurance, and small
savings. Even cryptocurrency has higher
awareness at 15%,” he said speaking at the

FHTIHH H Sidd g 31 o, TR 1t Ot & e Jdemr & 3aR sRuRe ais &!

3w IdTE & FU A AHR SRSl Had 10% §, ST o7, ST 3R B a9 Y S0t HH g
Tgi I % FPEIeIN 3 SRedhdr ot 15% 317

Further, Mr. Pandey said that market structure is heavily skewed towards highly-rated
issuers, and shallow secondary markets are challenges that act as impediment to the
development of the corporate bond market.

Y ], 4l UTS A Hgl fob SR WRAAT SARNS Y W ITRES TRIBAISH B 3R bl
g‘{% IR THER e aoR ¥ R § o Sivuie afS ISR & e & arer s

‘Regulatlon not enough’

forga vafw 78

“‘Regulation alone cannot build a market. The next phase depends on issuers,
investors, intermediaries, stock exchanges, and regulators moving together. These
outreach programmes are a listening exercise — to identify constraints and prioritise
solutions,” he said while listing questions that the regulator would be interested in listening to
from the participants in the market.

3G Pel, “Had (g I IR BT Fafor 781 g a1 3rTar avvr STRtwated, fAawme,
TR, Tele TRl R Frare! & ary fraes ot 9e3 R ik svar 81 3 sneedta
SRIHH T JA1 B ufthar § — difes aemait & ug=m= &) o1 9 3R AT B
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On rare earth supply, Donald Trump
administration for once seeks allies

R ik ooy

WASHINGTON

In his year since returning
to office, President Donald
Trump has shown disdain
for longstanding alliances,
vowing “America First”
even if US. friends lose
out. But on Wednesday, his
administration will at-
tempt the closest it has
come to traditional alliance
diplomacy, leading a meet-
ing of more than 50 coun-
tries on ensuring a stable
supply of critical minerals.
The trigger is simple —
China. The Asian power,
seen by the United States
as its long-term rival, has
secured a dominant role
over critical minerals.
China — flexing muscle
in a trade war launched by
President Trump - last
year tightened its supply
chain for rare earths, send-
ing shivers through the glo-

TAH gt Smgfd R

Flle photo of rare earth mine in China. U.S.’s tngger for the meetlng
is China’s dominant role over critical minerals. AP

bal economy.

China — which mines
some 60% of the world’s
rare earths and processes
around 90% - offered the
United States a one-year re-
prieve in a deal with Mr.
Trump in October.

The United States has
aggressively reached
agreements on critical
minerals with allies includ-
ing Japan - which this

2 UG Ugalt IR

week said it found poten-
tial in the first deep-sea
search for rare earths — as
well as Australia, Saudi
Arabia, South Korea and
Thailand.

Interior Secretary Doug
Burgum said that another
11 countries will join Wed-
nesday and that another
20 are interested in partici-
pating in what he called a
“global coalition”, a phrase

rarely uttered by the
Trump administration.

“The concept there is
that we would have tariff-
free trade and exchanges
amongst those countries
around these critical and
rare-earth minerals,” Mr.
Burgum said Tuesday at
the Center for Strategic
and International Studies.

Mr. Burgum said that
the emerging bloc could go
against free-market princi-
ples that the United States
has historically espoused
by regulating a minimum
price for certain key
minerals.

“If you have someone
who’s dominant who can
flood a market with a par-
ticular material, they have
the ability to essentially
destroy the economic va-
lue of a company or a
country’s production,” he
said, in a veiled reference
to China.

On rare earth supply, Donald Trump administration for once seeks allies

W, SHITS ¢U YT Ugell IR g IG! BT aaTs & 8

On rare earth supply, Donald Trump administration for once seeks allies
TR Bt AT Xl §
In his year since returning to office, President Donald Trump has shown disdain for

Iongstandl % alliances, vowing “America First” even if U.S. friends lose out.

F 91 TR T Y $ SRIGTA B, AU SIHICS ¢0 3 09 T @ el o T

H@?ﬂﬁﬁ%uﬁr@&nﬁ“@iﬁé, “3ANHT B BT Jbeq ad gU, Hal &1 3MRepT & i af
P IHAHE gl &I A 8T

o But on Wednesday, his administration will attempt the closest it has come to traditional
alliance diplomacy, leading a meeting of more than 50 countries on ensuring a stable
supply of critical minerals.
Qb FUAR Y, ITbT YR URURS TR e & God e Ug=d gU, Heeayqu! @il
oI FRR yfef AT 3= & o 50 | Siftres 3= Bt U S3F HT A BT

e The trigger is simple — China.
SHBT HROT T § — |

e The Asian power, seen by the United States as its long-term rival, has secured a dominant
role over critical minerals.

I AR gRT 31U ddobifere Ufdgg! & ¥U H ol o drell Ig TRrams Qfdd
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China — flexing muscle in a trade war launched by President Trump — last year tightened
its supply chain for rare earths, sending shivers through the global economy
ﬂmmmaﬁmwwg@ﬁmﬁ@ﬁ@ iﬂﬂ%fﬁ@ﬁmfgﬁuwﬁaﬁrﬁ
3ot Tfet sfRaa & weT fba, fored affye srferaw o gerad Ha TR

China — which mines some 60% of the world’s rare earths and processes around 90% —
offered the United States a one-year reprleve in a deal with Mr. Trump in October.
AT — S G F TTHT 60% GeiH Pt dcal BT W1 HRaT & 3R BT 90% T TEGHR0T
FRAT g — A SrFgaR & N ¢U & WY U I H WY T SARPT & T adf 3t g <
The United States has aggressively reached agreements on critical minerals with allies
including Japan — which this week said it found potential in the first deep-sea search for
rare earths — as well as Australia, Saudi Arabia, South Korea and Thailand.

T 35T SARBT A AU Fied Teah 320 B Ty Feaqul TS TR S T
w@am% R 5 TTe gt gt didl ) Ul TTe% Wi A et & WHTay fiver ot
1 Ha! — I 1 SARSIT, ol 3R, S0 HINAT 3R Ursds & A1y off|

Interior Secretary Doug Burgum said that another 11 countries will join Wednesday and
that another 20 are interested in participating in what he called a “global coalition”, a phrase
rarely uttered by the Trump administration.

T8 I T 0 = F31 b TYAR BT 11 37 3 390 A 11 3R 20 39 G 39
wﬂar\ﬁﬁxl%rwﬁ% S 3511 “aAfYep TeaUT HeT — T8 Wea ¢U URIRH §RT IS 81 HH
X far T B |
“The concept there is that we would have tariff-free trade and exchanges amongst those
countries around these critical and rare-earth minerals,” Mr. Burgum said Tuesday at the
Center for Strategic and International Studies.

591 IR T8 § & 371 wewayuf ok gofy gudt @fersil o diek 371 221 & e Yoo
TR 3R 3MeM-UaH g1, ff T 3 HIaaR &1 WX BIR Weford U8 evHd el o
Dol
Mr. Burgum said that the emerging bloc could go against free-market principles that the
United States has historically espoused by regulating a minimum price for certain key
minerals.

St T 7 BT o IURAT 311 T8 THE $© W Wi-ol & (ol GAad e D! A Hh 3
Hod-aT9TR fgidi & RIee S Tavdl 5, oHHT 9gad Isa arﬁw&iﬁgﬁa?w@wah
CRGIRS
“If you have someone who’s dominant who can flood a market with a particular material, they
have the ability to essentially destroy the economic value of a company or a country’s
production,” he said, in a veiled reference to China.

T Bls THERIC Raare! fhh ALy Iif ¥ SR &Y WR &l 3, df 39 U bt Uit
1 fopft 391 & ITe & S Yo Y T8 A 1 &M Bt 2,7 I2IA o B 3R Wie
Hohd HRd §U Dl
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Launch of NASA’s mission to moon put off till March
AT & °9% F=E o1 uehvor 9 9@ eren /™

QuIZ

Anthropic’s new Al tools deepen sell off in data analytics and software
stocks, investors say
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Launch of
NASA's missior
fo moon put
off till March

NASA said on Tuesday that it will be
delaying until March the launch of its firs
crewed flyby mission to the moon in mo:
than half a century after encountering
leaks during final tests.

The mishaps during a run-through th:
the U.S. space agency calls a “wet dress
rehearsal” dashed hopes that the missio!
around the moon could launch as soon &
February 8. The next possible launch
window now opens on March 6.

The two-day test included filling the
Space Launch System rocket with
propellants, liquid hydrogen, and liquid
oxygen.

Teams were initially able to work
through some of the hydrogen leaks they
encountered, but ultimately the leak
worsened as the simulated countdown
reached about T-5 minutes, NASA
Administrator Jared Isaacman said in a
statement.

Operations were stopped, Isaacman
said, adding that “we will only launch
when we believe we are as ready to
undertake this historic mission.”

The Artemis programme at large

aims to return humans to the
moon to establish a sustainable
presence and later prepare for
future Martian exploration

Hydrogen is particularly energetic anc
difficult to contain because of its low
density, NASA officials said at a briefing
on Tuesday.

i< 8 g gl

The next possible launch window now opens on March 6.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Along with leakages, teams had to

troubleshoot a valve issue related to hatch

pressurisation, in addition to dropouts of
audio communications, NASA said.

The latest leaks mirror issues that
delayed for months the Artemis 1 launch,
which was an uncrewed test mission that
ultimately circled the moon in 2022.

John Honeycutt, head of the Artemis 2
Mission Management Team, said
scientists had been “aggressive” in their
testing to understand the Artemis 1 leaks.

But “on the ground, we’re pretty
limited as to how much realism we can
put into the test. We try to test like we fly,
but this interface is a very complex
interface. This one caught us off guard,”
he continued.

“To me, the big takeaway was we got a
chance for the rocket to talk to us, and it
did just that,” Honeycutt said.

Mission managers said they are
analysing the data collected and making
necessary repairs ahead of plans to run

another dress rehearsal. For now, officials

said those fixes can be performed at the
Florida launchpad.

The eventual Artemis 2 moonshot will
send a team of four astronauts on a flyby

of the earth’s satellite. That approximately

10-day mission will lay the groundwork
for NASA’s next planned Artemis phase,
when a crewed mission is intended to
actually land on the moon.

U.S. President Donald Trump has made

evident that he wants to send astronauts
back to the moon as soon as possible, in
order to “assert American leadership in

space.”

The Artemis 2 astronauts had been in
quarantine in Houston but were released
following the delay.

The Artemis programme at large aims

to return humans to the moon to establish

a sustainable presence and later prepare
for future Martian exploration.

AT U df-g fdst 3@ 6 A &I o |

Launch of NASA’s
mission to moon put off
till March

I & 9% fIRE &1
U&IToT /1Y a9 eTaT TT

NASA delays crewed moon

flyby mission

T A AFagad 9% FATsard
<rdr

e NASA said on Tuesday that
it will be delaying until March
the launch of its first crewed
flyby mission to the moon in
more than half a century after
encountering leaks during
final tests.

AT A WIAAR &1 Hgl & I8
Sifew wdiemn ¥ <RI Rara
iy & ag Y A Siftre wdt
H 3(v+ Ugd HFagad %
TATSaTg fI= & yaqur B
AT q% <1 S|

e The mishaps during a run-
through that the U.S. space
agency calls a “wet dress
rehearsal” dashed hopes that
the mission around the moon
could launch as soon as
February 8.

3R 3aRel Toidl gRT “de

The two-day test included filling the Space Launch System rocket with propellants, liquid
hydrogen, and qu_uid oxygen. ] ] .

3l feadia uternr & W ar= RiRed Idve & Mdde, aRd g1ssio SR avd SiTaiterT YAl
RUERRIT

Teams were initially able to work through some of the hydrogen leaks they encountered, but
ultimately the leak worsened as the simulated countdown reached about T-5 minutes, NASA
Administrator Jared Isaacman said.

O & A 3O TIESIo VU1 &1 31 e & W of, A 3ida: oY g Pricsrsd T-5
firTe 9@ ugan, Raa a¢ T, T TR oS STd A A FEl|

Operations were stopped, Isaacman said, adding that “we will only launch when we
believe we are as ready to undertake this historic mission.”

TR e 2T 7T, 31T 7 BT, 3R SiisT [ «gw awlt dfg 9 oig o & i gx 59
e fi & fore ¢ft ave daR €1

Hydrogen is particularly energetic and difficult to contain because of its low density, NASA
officials said.
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Along with leakages, teams had to troubleshoot a valve issue related to hatch
pressurisation, in addition to dropouts of audio communications, NASA said.

e & T A 3l 39 IRRTSSRE | 98 916 e, 3R el War # arur &1 ot St
ST GST, AT A FHaTl

The latest leaks mirror issues that delayed for months the Artemis 1 launch, which was an
uncrewed test mission that ultimately circled the moon in 2022.

BT & 19 39 Jransii S § forgiA AeiHl db SMefg-1 |i-a & <rd faar o1, ot U famm
AT are TI&o7 fRrer= o7 3R SR 2022 & =g ot ulRepar ot ot

John Honeycutt, head of the Artemis 2 Mission Management Team, said scientists had
been “aggressive” in their testing to understand the Artemis 1 leaks.

W geiide, -2 R udeq &9 & T, A ogl 6 ai-e sefig-1 Ruama &
e & o wieor 7 “3mhr®” [ 5

“But on the ground, we’re pretty limited as to how much realism we can put into the test...
this interface is a very complex interface... this one caught us off guard,” he said.

“Qfee THH W §H URIe0 H a1 aRafaddl a1 Iad &, S99 AIT0d 6. I8 TP 9gd wfed
B Y §... 39 gH EfHa o= faar 35 &erl

“To me, the big takeaway was we got a chance for the rocket to talk to us, and it did just
that,” Honeycutt said.

TR fore 1R a1 I8 2t b g Adbe A Wabd firam &1 SawR fiya, ofk T €t gon,” giide A
Dol

Mission managers said they are analysing the data and making necessary repairs ahead of
another dress rehearsal, and fixes can be performed at the Florida launchpad.

iR Uee®! A g1 b d SeT o1 fazawor 3 7 § 9 orTell g9 Rgda @ ved sima<as
TR TR B 8, 3R I YUR TAIeT alads IR U o 9 g |

The eventual Artemis 2 moonshot will send four astronauts on a flyby of the earth’s
satellite, an approximately 10-day mission.

3idd: SMmefiT-2 Fa=r = siafver a1l & gt & IUUT B wATSarg TR HSNT, ST T
10-fe=1 &1 == g

This mission will lay the groundwork for NASA’s next Artemis phase, when a crewed
mission is intended to actually land on the moon.

g o= R & STel SMEFART TROT 1 Hiid I3, 59 U WFagad fH=M aad § 9gHT UR
IR BT A& T |

U.S. President Donald Trump has made evident that he wants astronauts back on the moon
to “assert American leadership in space.”

3T Tyufa SiHTes v - Wy 31 § o5 3 siafer Al 1 e TR a0« Ao r6d §
difes «3iafver & SAR@! Aqa wrfia forar 53w 1~

The Artemis 2 astronauts had been in quarantine in Houston but were released following
the delay.

JATCTA-2 Safel It ggveT § @R 1 4, dfd ¢l & d1g 3 el B fea 7|

The Artemis programme aims to return humans to the moon, establish a sustainable
presence, and later prepare for future Martian exploration.

AT FTIHH T IexT HIFG! DY UKHT W A9 Uoi-1T, R JufRufer wifte w31, 3R
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' science@thehindu.co.in

Voyager Missions — Correcting the False
Answers to January 29 quj CIalm
1. False claim - Ans: Voyager 1 launched after, not before,
Voyager 2
2. No. of years in which solar system’s outer planets align - Ans: | aunch Order of Voyager 1 and Voyager 2
175

3. Voyager 2 is only human object to have flown past these The claim is false because Vovaaer 1 was launched
bodies - Ans: Uranus, Neptune yag

4. Instrument that measured properties of interstellar plasma - after Voyager 2, not before.

Ans: Plasma Science

5. Name of phonograph onboard Voyager 2 - Ans: ‘The Sounds ~ NASA launched Voyager 2 first on August 20, 1977,
of Earth’ | Visual: Triton followed by Voyager 1 on September 5, 1977. Despite
launching later, Voyager 1 traveled on a faster
trajectory and became the first human-made object to

'
[y

First contact:Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan | Anmol Agrawal

enter interstellar space in 2012.

Both spacecraft were part of NASA’s Voyager program to explore the outer planets and continue to
send scientific data from deep space.

Alignment of the Solar System’s Outer Planets

175-Year Alignment Cycle

The outer planets — Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune — approximately align in a similar
configuration once about every 175 years due to their long orbital periods and gravitational dynamics.
This rare alignment enabled NASA’s Voyager missions in 1977 to use gravitational assists for a
“Grand Tour” of the outer planets, greatly reducing travel time and fuel needs. Such alignments are
not perfectly straight but occur within a narrow sector of space, allowing efficient interplanetary
mission planning.

Voyager 2 and Its Unique Planetary Flybys

Uranus and Neptune

Voyager 2 remains the only human-made spacecraft to have flown past Uranus and Neptune. It
encountered Uranus in January 1986, revealing its tilted magnetic field, faint rings, and new moons.
Later, it flew by Neptune in August 1989, discovering the Great Dark Spot, strong winds, and the
moon Triton’s active geysers. These flybys provided the first close-up data of both ice giants, greatly
expanding scientific understanding of the outer solar system and planetary atmospheres.

Instrument Measuring Interstellar Plasma

Plasma Science Experiment (PLS)

The Plasma Science Experiment (PLS) aboard NASA’s Voyager spacecraft measured the properties
of plasma — ionized gas made of charged particles — in the solar wind and interstellar space. It
recorded plasma density, temperature, and velocity, helping scientists identify the boundary of the
heliosphere and the transition into interstellar medium. After Voyager 1 entered interstellar space in
2012, plasma measurements confirmed a sharp rise in plasma density, providing key evidence of the
spacecraft crossing beyond the Sun’s influence.

Phonograph Record on Voyager 2

“The Sounds of Earth” (Voyager Golden Record)

The phonograph record onboard Voyager 2 is popularly known as “The Sounds of Earth,” officially
called the Voyager Golden Record. Launched in 1977, it contains greetings in 55 languages, natural
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sounds, music from different cultures, and images portraying life on Earth. Designed by a team led by
Carl Sagan, the record serves as a message to potential extraterrestrial civilizations, representing

Anthropic’s new Al tools deepen sell off in data
analytics and software stocks, investors say

Rel S
NEW YORK/LONDON

A significant selloff among
US. and European data
analytics, professional ser-
vices and software compa-
nies deepened on Tuesday,
with some investors point-
ing to a recently updated
artificial intelligence chat-
bot by Anthropic as the
main culprit.

Al developer Anthropic
launched plug-ins for its
Claude Cowork agent on
Friday that would auto-
mate tasks across legal,
sales, marketing and data
analysis. That move has
sparked worries of an im-
pending Al-fuelled disrup-
tion of the data and profes-
sional services industry,
which were once seen as

Al fears: Some investors pointing to a recently updated Al chatbot
by Anthropic as the main culprit behind the selloff. ap

major beneficiaries of the
Al era, according to traders
and analysts.
Toronto-based Thomson
Reuters, which owns the
West Law legal database,
slumped by nearly 18%. It
is on track for its biggest

daily loss on record and
lowest close since June
2021. “’I think Anthropic
came out with some plug-
ins to tackle the legal
space,” said Mike Archi-
bald, a portfolio manager
at AGF Investments in To-

ronto. “Obviously, that’s
where Thomson Reuters
generates a good chunk of
their revenues. Sometimes
the market just shoots first
and asks questions later.”
Thomson Reuters,
which is also the parent
firm of Reuters News, is set
to report its fourth quarter
earnings results on Thurs-
day. Its shares are now
down 33% year-to-date af-
ter dropping about 22% in
2025. “Most of the inves-
tors we have spoken with
recently are overwhelm-
ingly bearish on TRI as the
consensus opinion worries
that the company will be
unable to maintain the
same level of growth with-
in its legal segment given
increased competition
from specialised Al tools,”

humanity’s diversity, science, and culture beyond the solar system.

Morgan Stanley analysts
led by Toni Kaplan wrote
in an investor note. Bri-
tain’s RELX and the Neth-
erlands’ Wolters Kluwer,
both providers of legal ana-
Iytics services, fell 14% and
about 13%, respectively.

RELX shares halved
RELX shares almost halved
from their peak last Febru-
ary and on Tuesday were
set for their biggest drop
since 1988. Its dramatic re-
versal highlights the pres-
sure Al is exerting on Eu-
rope’s software sector.
Other professional ser-
vices firms were also
sharply lower. Factset Re-
search fell 9%, Morningstar
lost 8% and Legal Zoom
slumped 19.2%. In London,
Experian, Sage Group,

London Pearson fell bet-
ween 6% and 12%. Traders
and analysts said investor
fear often outweighed
company fundamentals.

“The selling pressure in
software and data analytics
reflects a deepening struc-
tural debate, accelerated
today by Anthropic’s legal
automation tool challeng-
ing incumbents like RELX,”
said Schroders analyst Jo-
nathan McMullan. “Inves-
tors are aggressively re-
pricing these areas as the
historical “visibility premi-
um’ erodes; the speed of Al
advancement makes long-
term valuations harder to
defend, as Al tools allow
businesses to do more with
fewer staff, threatening the
traditional model of charg-
ing per software user.”

Anthropic’s new Al tools deepen sell off in data analytics and software stocks,

investors say

TUIe & ¢ TITS god & 2T TATfifeay R TweaddR AR} § faparedt med
g3, Al s1®e

¢ Anthropic’s new Al tools deepen sell off in data analytics and software stocks, investors say

W3 3 T TS oo @ et TR IR iteduR Qo) & fsard el g%, Faw! @

gl

¢ Asignificant sell off among U.S. and European data analytics, professional services and
software companies deepened on Tuesday, with some investors pointing to a recently
updated artificial intelligence chatbot by Anthropic as the main culprit.

ST TATfafe s, IaR Aaraif 3R Iireadur sufaal # a8t

HITaR &1 et 3

fsaret 3k 763 81 7, T8l g Fawe! A g € 7 SR by e tuifie & snfEfsRraa
gefog Qedic & ST T- HRUN FdrT|
o Al developer Anthropic launched plug-ins for its Claude Cowork agent on Friday that
would automate tasks across legal, sales, marketing and data analysis.
T3S STAUR TUUP A YHAR DI 31U TS HIad Tole & OIT W3 a1 [T, Sl
P, fasst, ardbfe oiv SeT faxavor ¥ 92 &l o Wanferd sl
e That move has sparked worries of an impending Al-fuelled disruption of the data and
professional services industry, which were once seen as major beneficiaries of the Al
era, accordmg to traders and analysts.

[ % IR, 39 Hed ¥ SeT 3R Uar Jar I°RT & 3 ard wamg-afa
AU B AR dTE 9¢ TS 3, Fg B e g & v et & 0 H < o ol

o Toronto-based Thomson Reuters, which owns the West Law legal database, slumped by
nearly 18%.
TRE FRYT 4TH- Iged, S ave |l dRTa SeTdd &1 HIfid §, TTHT 18% R 7|

e lItis on track for its biggest daily loss on record and lowest close since June 2021.

g 3[04 3 dF & Jad I8

1 3R ¢ @1 5

TP 3R o 2021 F 91 F I frad d¢ wWR

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4 1



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

“l think Anthropic came out with some plugins to tackle the legal space,” said Mike
Archibald, a portfolio manager at AGF Investments in Toronto.

"R T 2 b Tfie A SIEN 87 B Afed Y F RIT 36 RT3 0w e ¥ T8
HEl § eRel fRUd Tolitw saveied & UIhIferdl §AoR uIg® Srffares &1

“Obviously, that's where Thomson Reuters generates a good chunk of their revenues.
Sometimes the market just shoots first and asks questions later.”

Y § [ 98T & YT et e IoRa BT 98T fRRA FUE1 8| FF 9R INIR Ugd et
AT ¢ 3R 91¢ # Hara ygarg
Thomson Reuters, which is also the parent firm of Reuters News, is set to report its fourth
quarter earnings results on Thursday.

W%?%azﬁ S Rged =g &t ga Sul o B, AR &1 oA Al fardt & e ot
I

Its shares are now down 33% year-to-date after dropping about 22% in 2025.

TP R 37§ ATA-GI-TH 33% 19 §, STafh 2025 T T 22% Hi ARTGE D g

“Most of the investors we have spoken with recently are overwhelmingly bearish on TRI as
the consensus opinion worries that the company will be unable to maintain the same level of
growth within its legal segment given increased competition from specialised Al tools,”
Morgan Stanley analysts led by Toni Kaplan wrote in an investor note.

AT R & favaus!, ST A9 St HuarH o= 38 §, 3 FHawe He § foran & gra o
o o=l § SIddid g%, 9 TRI &t V8¢ THRIAD ¢ Hife faxrfipd Tans ga 9
oot ufagef & Terd HU ST BT WS H THH KR B gig T g1 79 UIah |

Britain’s RELX and the Netherlands’ Wolters Kluwer, both providers of legal analytics
services, fell 14% and about 13%, respectively.

f5eT @ RELX 3R eraigy ) dieed aeq@r, STt aiFl ST TATffeRT HaTd UgH HRd 8,
HHL: 14% 3R TTHT13% IR TS|

RELX shares halved
RELX & 3T 3¢ §¢

RELX shares almost halved from their peak last February and on Tuesday were set for their
biggest drop since 1988.

RELX & Q4R fU3d Badl & 30U fRIRGR T & T4 on1el 81 g § 3R HCaR &f 1988 &
1 P! Yo 731 fiRTae & o dOr g1
Its dramatic reversal highlights the pressure Al is exerting on Europe’s software sector.
Ig cH g ydeld @l § f qRIU & Aivedar &5 R TS foha- ga1d S 81 5|
Other professional services firms were also sharply lower.
3 IR FaT HUfral o MR i deit J R
Factset Research fell 9%, Morningstar lost 8% and Legal Zoom slumped 19.2%.
ret 9%, ATTRER 8% IRT SR &Ta 5[ & 19.2% &t UK} fiRTae S|

In London, Experian, Sage Group, London Pearson fell between 6% and 12%.
da H TRIUae, A U, de fUaRas & TR 6% | 12% & oid R
Traders and analysts said investor fear often outweighed company fundamentals.
%aeﬁah?ﬁﬁﬁwfraa—s’r SR fAzT®] &1 S HUfEl & Tayd YR R YR T8 Sl

I
“The selling pressure in software and data analytics reflects a deepening structural
debate, accelerated today by Anthropic’s legal automation tool challenging incumbents
like RELX,” said Schroders analyst Jonathan McMullan.
eﬁsﬁ%ﬁnﬁwmmﬁm-—r%w “TTFeduR 3R ST TAIferfea | fadarct &
EETd TS TR WIS 989 D! &2iaT 3, B o eifies & ofvrer sifera=q ga 3
RELX 3 Hiver faenfeat o gvd 3R af & fear 31
“Investors are aggressively repricing these areas as the historical ‘visibility premium’
erodes; the speed of Al advancement makes long-term valuations harder to defend, as Al
tools allow businesses to do more with fewer staff, threatening the traditional model of
charging per software user.”
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The Mohanlal effect: actor’s case paves
way for amnesty on wildlife trophies

KOCHI

Actor Mohanlal’s illegal
ivory possession case has
paved way for a general
amnesty scheme to declare
the possession of wildlife
articles in Kerala.

The State Forest Depart-
ment will soon come out
with a notification ena-
bling the public to declare
the wildlife trophies in
their possession by invok-
ing Section 40 (4) of the
Wildlife Protection Act
1972.

The deadline for declar-
ing the possession of such
articles had expired on
September 30, 1991, in the
State. The proposed
scheme would benefit the

The scheme is unlikely to benefit those accused in cases related to

illegal possession of wildlife articles. REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

legal owners of articles,
who could not declare
them after the expiry of the
time limit, sources said.
The Act specifies that
the department shall make
an inquiry and prepare an
inventory of the articles for
which a declaration has

been sought. Once de-
clared, the owners will get
ownership certificates for
the articles and immunity
from any legal action.

The decision comes in
the wake of a recent Kerala
High Court verdict cancell-
ing the ownership certifi-

cates of the two pairs of
ivory and 13 ivory idols
found in the possession of
actor Mohanlal.

Case in point
However, the new scheme
is unlikely to benefit the ac-
tor and others who stand
accused in the cases relat-
ed to the illegal possession
of wildlife articles. The ac-
tor is facing trial in the case
related to the illegal pos-
session of two sets of ivory.
Mr. Mohanlal’s posses-
sion of the idols has also
become illegal since the
court cancelled its owner-
ship certificate. The legal
option of challenging the
order before the Supreme
Court is open, sources
pointed out.

The Mohanlal effect: actor’s case paves way for amnesty on wildlife trophies

Hig-ard YUTT: AFUATT BT AT a=ueiia S di U= 3T HTHT &1 AR I=

PHIAT 8

e Actor Mohanlal’s illegal ivory possession case has paved way for a general amnesty
scheme to declare the possession of wildlife articles in Kerala.
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The State Forest Department will soon come out with a notification enabling the public to
declare the wildlife trophies in their possession by invoking Section 40 (4) of the Wildlife
Protection Act 1972.

79 9 fAUNT g 81 U SIRY T, foreh dgd SidT a-aeitd \v&foT rferfras
1972 T YRT 40 (4) F AT 3T URT HIS[G a=Io1d ¢l &b GOl HR qhH |

The deadline for declaring the possession of such articles had expired on September 30,
1991, in the State.

o H Ut a3t o Wit &) aivon o1 $ifad At 30 Rdar 1991 &1 wHTe 81 gt ot

The proposed scheme would benefit the legal owners of articles, who could not declare them
after the expiry of the time limit, sources said.

TRATAd Ao ¥ 3 a¥d3if & BT [Tl &1 ey 1T, S THI-IHT JHW 814 & &1
3! TN T61 X uTe o, I 3 el

The Act specifies that the department shall make an inquiry and prepare an inventory of the
articles for which a declaration has been sought.

T A g8 g™ § 6 fRum Stia e 3R 5 awqali & forg gwon with 7€ R St gt
IR S

Once declared, the owners will get ownership certificates for the articles and immunity
from any legal action.

T SR °IV0T 81 & dle, Wl &I 3 axgeii & forg warfire wamor u fiyam oiR fassdt off
P BRATS | Fe U gint|

The decision comes in the wake of a recent Kerala High Court verdict cancelling the
ownership certificates of the two pairs of ivory and 13 ivory idols found in the possession
of actor Mohanlal.

Tg Aol gifern See S=T <umaTead & haa & a1 3m g, ford siftmar Ag=era & U U
T gTdeid & 1 o SR 13 griteia @ gffat & i T v 3 o Ry 3|

Case in point

ad &1 fag

However, the new scheme is unlikely to benefit the actor and others who stand accused in the
cases related to the illegal possession of wildlife articles.

IS, =18 ST I AT 3R 3 3 TNT ATIFId 1R 1 WHIGHT 761 3, oM R a=efta
T & 3MAY T ¥ I AW J SRU ¢ |

The actor is facing trial in the case related to the illegal possession of two sets of ivory.
AT &Y He grdteid & 3ay Wiia ¥ IS AHd H YheH & i dR I3 8 |

Mr. Mohanlal’'s possession of the idols has also become illegal since the court cancelled its
ownership certificate.

SIETETd GIRT TTT¥ed THIT U XE, fhU I & a1 ot Hig-Tard & Ui Hiojg qffal &1 @it ot
Y I

The legal option of challenging the order before the Supreme Court is open, sources pointed
out.

L A Far b 39 31 & GWHH B T A o BT B [ddbed Gal ¢ |
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Indian cities could see far
higher temperature rise
than projected, says study

1o SRUCTTN.

NEW DELHI

Climate models may be un-
derestimating — by anyth-
ing from half to two de-
grees — how much hotter
India’s non-metropolitan
cities can get from global
warming relative to rural
areas, according to a study
published on Wednesday.
The researchers, from
the University of East An-
glia in the United King-
dom, analysed how tem-
peratures would rise in 104
“medium-sized” cities in
tropical and sub-tropical
regions under a 2 degrees
Celsius warming scenario,
the emissions path that the
globe is currently on. Rath-
er than asking how hot re-
gions become on average,
the study asks a different
question: how much faster
do cities warm than their

Study includes 18 Indian cities,
and finds that all of them warm

faster than nearby rural areas.

surrounding countryside?
The study found that in
Patiala, Punjab, land sur-
face temperatures could
rise at double the rate of
warming projected by glo-
bal climate models in com-
parison to its surrounding
rural region — an extreme
“outlier.” This means that if
the models used in the In-
tergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change’s assess-

ments predict a 2 degrees
Celsius temperature rise in
Patiala, the rise would ac-
tually be 4 degrees Celsius
when urban heat-island ef-
fects are accounted for. An
extra 2 degrees Celsius rise
in temperature can have
significant implications for
susceptibility to heat
strokes, water availability,
and public expenditure on
cooling.

Urban heat-island effect
The study includes 18 In-
dian cities, and finds that
all of them warm faster
than nearby rural areas.
On average, Indian cities
experience about 45%
more warming than what
Earth System Models
(ESMs) project for the
broader region. Urban
heat-island effect is the ten-
dency for cities to be hot-
ter than nearby rural land.

Indian cities could see far higher temperature rise than projected, says study

YR 631 A SrTAT | Hgl Ut araw= i g ol 3, sieaa= o &gl 11

¢ [ndian cities could see far higher temperature rise than projected, says study
YR TR & S T Fgl s arad gfs S S Tavelt 7, 31eag= § gl T

¢ Climate models may be underestimating — by anything from half to two degrees — how
much hotter India’s non-metropolitan cities can get from global warming relative to rural
areas, according to a study published on Wednesday.
FYAR B! YHIRIA U AT & AR, TAdR] Aled HRd & TR-UETRI e & afys
AT & HRUT Y0 &3 Bt o1 § A9 foraT i 5 abdT 7, 3901 3meT 1 &) fash oo
HY ANHAT IR 3¢ 6l Ihd ¢ |

e The researchers, from the University of East Anglia in the United Kingdom, analysed how
temperatures would rise in 104 “medium-sized” cities in tropical and sub-tropical regions
under a 2 degrees Celsius warming scenario, the emissions path that the globe is currently
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Rather than asking how hot regions become on average, the study asks a different question:
how much faster do cities warm than their surrounding countryside?

TG 3T T8 IS P SO b & 3G fbam T 81 Sl B, Teb 31T U8 1T B: WeR 310
S{TAUTT & TTHI0T 3Teh! bt a1 | et aoit & 7 81d 872

The study found that in Patiala, Punjab, land surface temperatures could rise at double the

rate of warming projected by global climate models in comparison to its surrounding rural

region — an extreme “outlier.”

31eg= H urar T 3 Ueire & ufearen # YWY Tde &1 audH, dfYe Saarg Atsdl gRT

&mﬁawaaﬁmﬁ S{TIUT & UTHIOT &5 & AHTEd GRIHT &3 3 96 Udhdl § — il Th
3 “ITIearaR” gl

This means that if the models used in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s

assessments predict a 2 degrees Celsius temperature rise in Patiala, the rise would actually

be 4 degrees Celsius when urban heat-island effects are accounted for.

a1 3 § b afe Srerary ufvad=T UR SfaRER® R 99d (IPCC) & el | Ugad

ufearen & 2 R4t ST aIgHH g BT A TG €, a‘rm‘&é’l'd-&ngﬁsmnaﬁmﬁa

A R IRdab gis 4 FE3ht AfRrar grft

An extra 2 degrees Celsius rise in temperature can have significant implications for

susceptibility to heat strokes, water availability, and public expenditure on cooling.

o ¥ sifaRad 2 R AR 9 &1 o T 99 HaeTNe, 9o ST, 3R

e W wrdwfe T w® Teaysf nHE U8 gHhdr gl

Urban heat-island effect

RIS R | R R

The study includes 18 Indian cities, and finds that all of them warm faster than nearby rural
areas.

31T § 18 WRWH e XM &, 3R I8 Iran T o 3 et 3o Forciant amior &t &t e
H 31 ot ¥ T g g

On average, Indian cities experience about 45% more warming than what Earth System
Models (ESMs) prOJect for the broader region.
YR Te31 & gedt yumrelt AiSd (ESMs) GRT T0H &7 & 11T A1 e )
@(ﬂTﬁEﬂ‘H‘T%% 3t =T T B |
Urban heat-island effect is the tendency for cities to be hotter than nearby rural land.
mm@%?@@nﬁ'@uﬁmmﬁ% SHTIU BT ATHO1 Y Ft g1 § 31 T g &t ugid o
I
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Could the near-extinct Asiatic
cheetah rewild Saudi Arabia?

Mummified cheetahs unearthed in Saudi Arabia give scientists an opportunity to understand the evolutionary history of the cats; the researchers

concluded that cheetahs to ‘rewild the kingdom can be sourced from the closest subspecies of those they found, paving the way for their ‘return’

Divya Gandhi
BENGALURU

he cheetah is a spotted beast
that can burn through
savannas like a bolt of lightning
to hunt prey vastly bigger than
itself. This big cat is the world’s fastest
terrestrial mammal, which purrs more
than it growls and has been historically
tamed and trained by people to hunt

me.

Cheetahs once roamed most of Africa
and western and southern Asia, from the
Arabian Peninsula to India. Today, they
have vanished from 91% of its historical
global range. In India, it was declared
extinct in 1952 from hunting and habitat
loss, and over a century ago, it vanished
from Saudi Arabia.

Asiatic cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus
venaticus), unlike those in Africa, which
that tenuously hold on, are the most
critically endangered: just around 50
individual Asiatic cheetahs remain in the
wild, a small population in Iran.

Amidst this dire scenario came a
“serendipitous discovery” recently in the
caves of Saudi Arabia of the “long-term
presence” of cheetahs. Scientists
discovered seven naturally mummified
animals and skeletal remains of 54,
reported in the latest edition of Nature
Communications Earth and Environment.

The remains, unearthed from the
Lauga cave network in the Arar area of
northern Saudi Arabia, dated back to
4,223 years ago and some to just over a
century ago, giving scientists a valuable
opportunity to understand the
evolutionary history of cheetahs in their
former range. They concluded that
“rewilding” of cheetahs in Saudi Arabia
can be sourced from the closest
subspecies of the discovered cheetahs”,
potentially paving the way for their
‘return’.

Treasures from caves

Genomic data of these specimens showed
the presence of two subspecies, the
Asiatic cheetah (A. j. venaticus) and the
north-western African cheetah (A. j.
hecki), neither of which occur in the
Arabian Peninsula any more. The many
caves in the region could have been used
as denning sites for the creatures. The
study used palaeo-chronological dating to
establish the time period, genomic
sequencing to identify subspecies, and
radiographic analysis to determine age.

Although records indisputably suggest
the historical presence of the species in
the areas designated Saudi Arabia, Oman,
Yemen, Kuwait, Iraq, Jordan, and
Palestine today, some point to the scarcity
of evidence to adequately represent the
true historical distribution of the cheetah.
While the primary reasons for the
Arabian Peninsula’s vanishing cheetah are
poorly documented, they are thought to
be habitat loss and fragmentation, prey
depletion, human-wildlife conflict,
unregulated hunting, and trade in
cheetah as pets or game hunting, said the
research paper.

Over the past 50 years, Saudi Arabia
has significantly changed wildlife
management policy and one of its
biodiversity goals includes the
re-establishment of animals to their
former biogeographic ranges.

The kingdom has already successfully
restored ungulates to landscapes where
they had disappeared or dwindled, e.g.

1

examines one of the mummified cheetahs in a lab. Ap

Arabian oryx, Arabian gazelles, and the
Nubian ibex. As ungulate populations
recover here, “it is timely for the
reestablishment of extirpated apex
carnivores — among them cheetah,” said
the paper. DNA studies showed that the
prehistoric Saudi Arabia cheetahs are
genomically closest to the west African
subspecies A. j. hecki.

The results also highlight the important
role that caves play “as repositories of
ancient biodiversity informing.” Natural
mummies can remain well preserved for
thousands of years, especially in arid soil
caves where desiccation was made
possible by dry microclimates where
bacterial action is diminished.

Africa’s cheetahs are in peril too: 90%

This undated image provided by Communications
Earth and Environment shows the claws of a
mummified cheetah. A»

Cats from the past: Scientists discovered seven naturally mummified cheetahs and skeletal remains of 54 in Saudi Arabia's caves. Here, a researcher

Cheetahs once roamed most of
Africa and western and southern
Asia, from the Arabian Peninsula
to India. Today. they have
vanished from 91% of its historical
global range, with Asiatic cheetahs
unlike those in Africa, which that
tenuously hold on, being the most
critically endangered

of the animals live outside protected areas
and on private farmlands, and conflict
with people is not infrequent: the cats
prey on livestock quite visibly during the
day, and farmers, to save their animals,
often trap or shoot cheetahs, per the
paper. Larger carnivores such as lions,
leopards, and hyena also kill cheetahs
when competing for prey or territory. As
aresult, in Saharan Africa, the spotted
cats are as few as 0.0002/km.

An adequate habitat?
Ravi Chellam, wildlife biologist and CEO,
Metastring Foundation, Bengaluru, has
been tracking Project Cheetah in India, as
part of which several African cheetahs
have been introduced to Madhya Pradesh.
The Hindu asked him about the prudence
of reintroducing cheetahs to Saudi Arabia:
“This is a sovereign decision for each
country to take. Having said that, from an
ecological perspective it is important to
ensure that adequate good quality
habitats are available before sourcing the
cheetahs for the reintroduction effort,” he
said.

Based on the evidence, at least 1
lakh sq. km. of habitat is required to

and desert landscapes of Saudi Arabia.
The chosen habitats should support a
reasonable density and diversity of prey
species and be relatively free of human
activities especially road traffic, he added.

As for whether Asian cheetahs should
have been introduced to India, Dr.
Chellam said that with the highly
endangered status of Asiatic cheetahs in
Iran, “it is not advisable to remove any
cheetahs from this very small
population.”

For the same reason, cheetahs
reintroduced to Saudi Arabia would have
to be the northwest African
sub-species, A. j. hecki. But even this
subspecies is endangered in the wild in
western and northern Africa. So “the only
realistic options are to source the
required cheetahs from either A. j.
raineyi (east Africa) or A. j.

Jjubatus (southern Africa),” Dr. Chellam
said.

There is little clarity about the funding
for India’s Project Cheetah but, he added,
“it will be one of the most expensive
projects” in India’s conservation history.

Liz Kierepka, a molecular ecologist
who wasn’t involved in the Saudi Arabia
study, told ScienceNews that the discovery
is “quite the rarity,” outside of permafrost
areas where several natural mummies of
megafauna from the Ice Age exist. She
also said relocating cheetahs from already
tiny populations has the potential to
cause “new problems for the donor
pools.”.

It requires more data, but Dr. Kierepka
said she is curious what shows up in
genetic analyses to help select donor
cheetahs: “If they really want to pursue
rewilding,” she said, that could make

establish a viable and self-
population of cheetahs in the semi-desert

duction more likely to succeed.
divya.gandhi@thehindu.co.in
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Could the near-extinct Asiatic cheetah rewild Saudi Arabia?

1 AT faqw TR i 934 SR # fh | 99 8911 Ghar 82

Mummified cheetahs unearthed in Saudi Arabia give scientists an opportunity to
understand the evolutionary history of the cats; the researchers concluded that cheetahs
to ‘rewild’ the kingdom can be sourced from the closest subspecies of those they found,
paving the way for their ‘return’
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The cheetah is a spotted beast

AT T YSgR TR §

The cheetah is a spotted beast that can burn through savannas like a bolt of lightning to

hunt prey vastly bigger than itself.

%ﬂmw YRR AR © S G § faoTelt 31 @ SIS ot 9 Fgl de RIeR & udwsd
I

This big cat is the world’s fastest terrestrial mammal, which purrs more than it growls and

has been historically tamed and trained by people to hunt game.
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Cheetahs once roamed most of Africa and western and southern Asia, from the Arabian

Peninsula to India.

dtal &1 fawaR S bt IR ufdeh aur <farof el & siftiei il & o1, SR Uragiu 3
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Today, they have vanished from 91% of its historical global range.

31161 9 310 UfcisTRe AfY® &7 5 91% @ 81 I g |

In India, it was declared extinct in 1952 from hunting and habitat loss, and over a century
ago, it vanished from Saudi Arabia.

YRd H 38 1952 N faqea i fan man o1, et wRor R iR Smary g1f o1, 3R T
Tl UES T8 Tl 3RT it o 81

Asiatic cheetahs (Acinonyx jubatus venaticus), unlike those in Africa, which that
tenuously hold on, are the most critically endangered: just around 50 individuals Asiatic
cheetahs remain in the wild, a small population in Iran.
T{Ql'cﬂi' Trar (Acinonyx jubatus venaticus), S SPIST & <idl J 3T § 3R fpaft ave Siifad
&, U 3 TR U F HHeIRd & STA | hadt 1L 50 At 5 5, S 3 8 T Bie
eI & FUH
Amidst this dire scenario came a “serendipitous discovery” recently in the caves of Saudi
Arabia of the “long-term presence” of cheetahs.
9 TR R & ota 310 81 & Tt 3RT @t (wrail & fid ot «frefwifers Sufufa ot te
“HTNTIR @Ier” FH 3MT5 |
Scientists discovered seven naturally mummified animals and skeletal remains of 54,
reported in the latest edition of Nature Communications Earth and Environment.

|3 OTd U U | wiied WHaR 3R 54 & HHTa @Ry Wt et Rard
Nature Communications Earth and Environment & Td-dH I&H01 H &t TI'SE'I
The remains, unearthed from the Lauga cave network in the Arar area of northern Saudi
Arabia, dated back to 4,223 years ago and some to just over a century ago, giving
scientists a valuable opportunity to understand the evolutionary history of cheetahs in their
former range.
3 AR I TSHal 3RT F 3RR &F § FYT A [T Aead ¥ e, ot 4,223 a6 A 3R
$O TP Udl ¥ 3ifte /A &, SR dwfe! &1 idl & ety sfoery & gugm &

3R et

They concluded that “rewilding” of cheetahs in Saudi Arabia can be sourced from the
closest subspecies of the discovered cheetahs, potentially paving the way for their ‘return’.
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Treasures from caves

THTSM A G

Genomic data of these specimens showed the presence of two subspecies, the Asiatic
cheetah (A. j. venaticus) and the north-western African cheetah (A. j. hecki), neither of
which occur in the Arabian Peninsula any more.

3 AT & S-S ST ¥ < IuvsTiadl o Jufufa foxdt, ufkmrs Hiar (A. j. venaticus) 3R
ITR-UTET SPT! AT (A. . hecki), S 3/ 3RE UTAEIT & Taf UTT 9|

The many caves in the region could have been used as denning sites for the creatures.

S &7 31 B3 WBTT S Sidl & oY AT T & &4 & ITIN $T T8 gl

The study used palaeo-chronological dating to establish the time period, genomic
sequencing to identify subspecies, and radiographic analysis to determine age.

3o | I Srafy Ryt a9 & o afern-sisaiorea Sféw, Suvefa ugar & fag
it SR, iR amg RuRo ¥ o Meditee Rzavor o1 Suan far
Although records indisputably suggest the historical presence of the species in the areas
designated Saudi Arabia, Oman, Yemen, Kuwait, Iraq, Jordan, and Palestine today, some
point to the scarcity of evidence to adequately represent the true historical distribution of the
cheetah.
gl SfeRE T U ¥ =1 © & I8 Yorfd UsTRics ©U 3 Thel 3R, S, I0,

R, ST SR RpfT 81 2 wivege o, o i el & e Ueigiie faRo &I
R 3 forg Aeaf Y HH Bt 3R Thd FRA B |
While the primary reasons for the Arabian Peninsula’s vanishing cheetah are poorly
documented, they are thought to be habitat loss and fragmentation, prey depletion,
human-wildlife conflict, unregulated hunting, and trade in cheetah as pets or game
hunting, said the research paper.
BTaiie 3R UaEY A Hdl & Tad g1 & TG HRU 31 T gof a1 8, Qb1 HHT STl § fob
Y 3T g1+ 3R s, RreR 3t w3ft, arg-a=aeita wud, siftmifa ReR, ¢iv urag
g1 RreR ¥ fig 9idl &1 R §, 30y 93 & S uR|
Over the past 50 years, Saudi Arabia has significantly changed wildlife management
policy and one of its biodiversity goals includes the re-establishment of animals to their
former biogeographic ranges.
fI%d 50 IUT § USHdl 3R = g=aeitg yae= ifd & gyl gama fby § iR 3Ud o
fafauar @eat & § v SRl @ I9F gd SAg-1inifere et # gawiffug e a2 |
The kingdom has already successfully restored ungulates to landscapes where they had
disappeared or dwindled, e.g. Arabian oryx, Arabian gazelles, and the Nubian ibex.
I 7 UEQ & WRER WIFGRT F1 3 IR B T adde TR 3 f & oiet a e @
T 2 A1 HH BT &, oY SRfaT= oitfvaw, srfeg= i, ok gfaue smgaa|
As ungulate populations recover here, it is timely for the reestablishment of extirpated
apex carnivores — among them cheetah,” said the paper.

SR U] QRER AHaRI & STEIE! §: §¢ 6! 7, U8 Qu MY Jiaret — o dar off
M & — & AR F7 981 99 8,” TR § g1 T
DNA studies showed that the prehistoric Saudi Arabia cheetahs are genomically closest to
the west African subspecies A. j. hecki.
ST sl I udl Ia i urifaeTRie T4l sRe & i SdRie Fu I ufdy snpist
JUYSIT A. j. hecki & o FRIE 5 |
The results also highlight the important role that caves play “as repositories of ancient
blodlverS|ty informing.”
gﬁvnna's' fazara § fop T “urei= e fafyear & s & T H Aeauuf yffer Furd
I

Natural mummies can remain well preserved for thousands of years, especially in arid soil
caves where desiccation was made possible by dry microclimates where bacterial action
is diminished.
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e Africa’s cheetahs are in peril too: 90% of the animals live outside protected areas and on
private farmlands, and conflict with people is not infrequent.

ABIHT P did 1l TR H & 90% SR FRFEd &A1 & J1gR 3R fef Wal W@ 8, 9k
ATS-g=eilg Tuy SRR i1 5|

e The cats prey on livestock quite visibly during the day, and farmers, to save their animals,
often trap or shoot cheetahs, per the paper.
3 fafeerar o & Wy ¥0 O ux[eH &1 PR w3t §, 3R fHar o= SHaR! &1 591 & frg
3RR Il I UPS Ad @ T Mell AR 3d &, TR & AR

e Larger carnivores such as lions, leopards, and hyena also kill cheetahs when competing
for prey or territory.

g%mwmﬂa@rﬁ? dgan iR awsarHn off R a1 &7 & forw uferegyf & idi &1 IR g
|

e As aresult, in Saharan Africa, the spotted cats are as few as 0.0002/km.

TR 3BT § YsagR fofaat ot Twam sad 0.0002 Ui ot 9 36 78 g1

An adequate habitat?
SITdrg?

¢ Ravi Chellam, wildlife biologist and CEO, Metastring Foundation, Bengaluru, has been
tracking Project Cheetah in India, as part of which several African cheetahs have been
introduced to Madhya Pradesh.
I Aeery, ggolia Siafast 3R CEO, AR WSS, e, YRd | Mulde Hidr &
35 TR 2, R ded B3 e 1 weg war A e T B

e The Hindu asked him about the prudence of reintroducing cheetahs to Saudi Arabia: “This is
a sovereign decision for each country to take.”

g fdg A 39 U<l 3RT T Tidl Bl I: RIMUT I &1 GHIGR! & IR T YBT: “Tg UAH o BT
|rd foofa g1

o “From an ecological perspective it is important to ensure that adequate good quality
habitats are available before sourcing the cheetahs for the reintroduction effort,” he said.
yifRufa® ef®Ior 3 I8 IRAT H31 Aoyl § i I urasr aren waie S Iuasy
B, 3O U b G-was W & o <fid @ o, 36 @l

o Based on the evidence, at least 1 lakh sq. km. of habitat is required to establish a viable and

self-sustaining population of cheetahs in the semi-desert and desert landscapes of
Saudi Arabia.

et & 3MYR R Aol 3R & ef-Arrehty R Aoy uRewdl § fidl @) sifad oir
TR Smardt WM 7 & o o7 T 54 1 Arg 971 fPHY 3Mar IS B

e The chosen habitats should support a reasonable density and diversity of prey species
and be relatlvely free of human activities especially road traffic.

Tgd 1A & R genfaal @1 yaic g-a iR fafaean 8-t a1fet Sk a8 wrdta
Tfafafiral faiues? e ararrd @ 3edpd gad g Ul

o As for whether Asian cheetahs should have been introduced to India, Dr. Chellam said with
the highly endangered status of Asiatic cheetahs in Iran, “it is not advisable to remove any
cheetahs from this very small population.”
el do TRAATE Tl & HRd § a1 ST Y, ST Iceid A Bl fb 3319 | TRMATS <l ot
TR Tpeura fRAf &1 TTd U <9 9ga Bt sard! ¥ faselt ot did &1 ger e T8t g 17

e For the same reason, cheetahs reintroduced to Saudi Arabia would have to be the
northwest African subspecies A. j. hecki.
S BRI Tdhel 3R A TR fHT I aret did IWR-UfW 3nhis! SUUST A. j. hecki &
HEklEY

e But even this subspecies is endangered in the wild in western and northern Africa.
At g8 Iuvronfa ot ufddt 3w ST It A wiTel SR H YheIwd ¢

e So “the only realistic options are to source the required cheetahs from either A. j. raineyi
(east Africa) or A. j. jubatus (southern Africa),” Dr. Chellam said.
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TR “TH T aRafad fadhed T8 § S 3awad did A. j. raineyi (Tdf STPIeT) AT A. j.
jubatus (Sf&oft 3mpY®T) T T STY,” ST, I 1 BTl

There is little clarity about the funding for India’s Project Cheetah but, he added, “it will be
one of the most expensive projects in India’s conservation history.”

YRA & Wioae Fiar & faauiwor & R § 9gd HH Wyl 7, Al 3811 HgT, “U8 YRd &
TRV SfET B! g HgIt uRaresi 7 9 U gl
Liz Kierepka, a molecular ecologist, told ScienceNews that the discovery is “quite the

rarity,” outside of permafrost areas where several natural mummies of megafauna from
the Ice Age exist.

foret foraRwept, Uap 3mmuifaes TRfRUTeIfaS, 7 ScienceNews I ST fds I8 Wiol “aredd #
AW 8, quthTee &5l & STeR ST 33 TSl & WBIHAT &1 UTpfae aftml urs sk §1
She also said relocating cheetahs from already tiny populations has the potential to cause
“new problems for the donor pools.”

3 Ug Hl o1 b Uzl 4 g1 BIET Smardt A <l Bl RIHART B J SR THg! & forg 715
HEY 30 B 9abdl! g |

It requires more data, but Dr. Kierepka said she is curious what shows up in genetic
analyses to help select donor cheetahs.

U AT e SeT BT 3TaTHl 8, Afh ST, fbuRws! A e i A ST =redl §
STIA P fazevor & F1 9 3111 § off S1R dtdl & 98 § Hag S|

“If they really want to pursue rewilding,” she said, that could make reintroduction more
likely to succeed.

T I IR B GAA-IDHR0T X1 A6 8, ST BT, Al T TRUAR BT FHEAa1 B UG
9¢ gl g
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